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It has been an eventful year for the ANU Korea Insti-

tute.  The highlight was a series of events called Old 

and New Waves: Korean Artists-in-Residence at the 

ANU, which ran from February to June in 2014.  The 

series was a component of the institutional grant from 

the Academy of Korean Studies that the ANU Korea 

Institute was awarded in 2011.  We wanted to provide 

students a unique and direct experience of Korean art 

forms, so we brought three prominent Korean art-

ists to the ANU for brief periods of residence during 

which they would present their art and offer students insights into the tradi-

tions and philosophy of their particular art form.  The three artists that visited 

the ANU were calligrapher Kim Jang Hyun, folksong singer Park Junyoung and 

documentary filmmaker Kim Soyoung. We wish to express our sincere grati-

tude to the Academy of Korean Studies for the generous grant that made the 

series possible, as well as members of the university and the local community, 

whose dedication and enthusiasm helped to make the series a great success. 

 

In addition to the Korean Artists-in-Residence Series, the ANU Korea Institute 

held the ANU-AKS Speaker Series and the Korea Update 2013. The ANU-AKS 

Speaker Series saw a number of distinguished academics who specialise in re-

search related to Korea visit the ANU and give a public lecture on a diverse 

range of themes from popular culture, to politics, and literary translation.  The 

Korea Update 2013 was also a great success with over 100 people from the 

ANU and the general public taking part in the one-day conference The keynote 

speaker for this event was Professor David Kang from the University of South-

ern California whose lecture explored the nuclear, economic and humanitarian 

challenges that North Korea poses to South Korea.   

 

One of the new initiatives of the ANU Korea Institute is to work closely with 

other regional institutes. These initial efforts at collaboration will result in an 

international conference, ‘Latent Histories, Manifest Impacts: Interplay be-

tween Korea and Southeast Asia,’ which will be held from 26 to 27 February in 

2015 in cooperation with the ANU Southeast Asia Institute. We anticipate that 

the conference will spur in-depth dialogue and innovative research agendas 

over the long term. 

 

On behalf of the ANU Korea Institute, I want to thank the Academy of Korean 

Studies, the ANU College of Asia and the Pacific, the ANU School of Culture, 

History and Language, the ANU Menzies Library, and the ANU School of Music 

for the generous funding and moral support that have helped to make the past 

year very fruitful and exciting. 

Director’s Foreword 
Professor Hyaeweol Choi 
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2013-2014 ANU Korea Institute Events  

Old and New Waves:  

Korean Artists-in-Residence Series  
 

February to June 2014 

 

The ANU Korea Institute hosted the Old and New Waves: Korean Artists-in-Residence Series from 

February to June 2014.  The Korean Artists-in-Residence Series saw three prominent Korean artists 

visit the ANU for brief periods of residence during which they would present their art and offer stu-

dents and the local community insights into the traditions and philosophy of their particular art 

form.  The series was a component of the institutional grant from the Academy of Korean Studies 

that the Korea Institute was awarded in 2011.   

 

The first artist in the series was the calligrapher Kim Jang Hyun. Kim was the winner of the grand 

prize at the Korean Calligraphy exhibition in 1999. He has developed a unique calligraphic style 

called Jaamche, which is known for its powerful brush style. The second artist in the series was folk 

singer Park Junyoung.  Park specializes in Seodo Sori (Songs from the Western Provinces), and he 

has been recognized by the Korean government as a Deputy Human Treasure for his expertise in 

that song style. The final artist for the series was the filmmaker and scholar Kim Soyoung. Kim was 

a founding member of Paritah, the Korean Women Filmmakers' Collective, an organization dedicat-

ed to the use of film as a force in social movements. She has produced both documentaries and 

narrative films, including the Women’s History trilogy and the feature film Kyeong.   

 

During their stay at the ANU, the artists engaged in a variety of activities. They offered teaching 

workshops with students at the ANU as well as at Narrabundah College, one of our state’s foremost 

high schools and one of the few schools to offer regular Korean language classes. During his stay at 

ANU the calligrapher Kim opened an exhibition of thirty-seven of his works, which were on display 

in the Menzies Library from February through to May.  He also did a public performance of his cal-

ligraphy, rendering a new calligraphic piece in front of an audience displaying his bold 

brushstrokes. The folksinger Park offered a series of instructional master classes in various folk 

styles to a group of learners at the ANU. His visit culminated in a live performance of Baebaengi 

gut, which mesmerised the audience, drawing laughter and tears. The filmmaker Kim offered a 

seminar on documentary filmmaking.  Her seminar was followed by a showing of her documentary 

about the early Korean feminist figure Na Hyeseok, which generated a number of questions from 

the audience on the modern history and culture of Korea as well as the challenges and practical 

considerations of filmmaking. During each visit, Dr Roald Maliangkay conducted an interview with 

the artist, asking them about their sources of inspiration and the challenges that they face. The in-

terviews and some highlights of the performances and exhibitions can be viewed online at http://

koreainstitute.anu.edu.au. 

 

We wish to express our sincere gratitude to the Academy of Korean Studies for the generous grant 

that made the series possible.  
 
 

Kim Jang Hyun Park Junyoung Kim Soyoung 

http://koreainstitute.anu.edu.au/
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2013-2014 ANU Korea Institute Events  

Calligraphy Workshop, 24 and 25 February 2014 

Calligraphy Demonstration, 27 February 2014 

Visit to Narrabundah College, 26 February 2014 

Calligrapher - Kim Jang Hyun 



4 

 

2013-2014 ANU Korea Institute Events  

Folksong Singing Workshop, 11 and 12 March 2014 

Korean Folk Music Concert, 14 March 2014 

Visit to Narrabundah College, 13 March 2014  

Folksong Singer - Park Junyoung 
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2013-2014 ANU Korea Institute Events  

Filmmaking Seminar, 26 May 2014 

Documentary Film Screening  followed by Q&A, 27 May 2014  

Filmmaker - Kim Soyoung 
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2013-2014 ANU Korea Institute Events  

Workshop  

 

New Women,  
Modern Girls in Global Asia 

 
7 May 2014 

The phenomenon of the ‘New Woman’ and ‘Modern Girl’ was truly global in the early twentieth 

century. It emerged within the context of an unprecedented flow of capital, materials, people, and 

images via colonial routes, capitalist economies, globalizing mass media and overseas travel, all 

of which contributed to shaping new gender norms and bodily performance. East Asia was no ex-

ception to this global trend. Each country was in a different political and economic condition—

Japan was a colonial power, Korea was one of its colonies, and China was a semi-colonized coun-

try. The local manifestations of New Woman, Modern Girl in East Asia offer a fascinating example 

that sheds new light on the interplay not only between the local and the global but also between 

the local and the regional, especially given the three countries’ geographic proximity and shared 

cultural legacy (e.g. Confucian tradition).  

 

In May 2014, Professor Vera Mackie, Professor Hyaeweol Choi and Dr Brian Tsui held a workshop 

on the phenomenon of New Woman, Modern Girl in Korea, Japan and China. Each speaker gave a 

public lecture that was followed by Q&A with workshop participants. These three experts on the 

gender history of East Asia discussed some of the most distinctive features of the New Women, 

Modern Girl phenomenon and how those features reflect both national particularities and global 

trends. The workshop paid special attention to the intersecting influences on New Woman, Mod-

ern Girl within the region that came about through the print media, educational institutions, 

churches and feminist movements.  

 

 

Professor Vera Mackie, University of Wollongong 

Professor Hyaeweol Choi, Australian National University 

Dr Brian Tsui, Australian National University   
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2013-2014 ANU Korea Institute Events  

International Conference  

 

Korea Update 2013 
 

11 October 2013 

 

The Korea Update 2013 brought together key representatives from the academic and policy-making 

communities to discuss recent political, economic, security and social issues on the Korean peninsu-

lar. Over 100 people including ANU staff and students as well as and members of the general public 

attended the Korea Update 2013. Panels included Prospects for Korea under the Park Geun-hye Ad-

ministration; The Strategic Environment: Prospects for Productive Engagement; The Ebbs and Flows 

of Korea's Contemporary Culture; Economic Challenge and Change; and Korea, Australia and South-

east Asia.  

  

The keynote speaker for the conference was Professor David Kang from the University of Southern 

California, whose address was titled ‘Dealing with the North Korea Problem.’ His lecture explored the 

nuclear, economic, and humanitarian challenges that North Korea poses to South Korea, arguing 

that a ‘mainstream’ consensus has emerged in South Korea with a preference for selective engage-

ment coupled with consistent and powerful responses to provocations and a strong military deter-

rent, and a willingness to ignore provocative North Korean rhetoric. He suggested that building trust 

with North Korea, however, faces numerous obstacles in its implementation, and will require consid-

erable diplomatic and political skill. Whether this strategy can succeed depends on both the specific 

actions taken and the responses that come from the new regime in North Korea. A number of other 

distinguished speakers contributed to the Korea Update including Hyaeweol Choi (ANU), Fiona Yap 

(ANU), Emma Campbell (ANU), Yongwook Ryu (ANU), Benjamin Habib (La Trobe University), Brian 

Yecies (University of Wollongong), James Reilly (University of Sydney), Jo Elfving-Hwang (University 

of Western Australia), Kang Won-taek (Seoul National University), and Park Jae Jeok (Korea Insti-

tute for National Unification).  

 

The Korea Update 2013 was sponsored by The Academy of Korean Studies, ANU Korea Institute, 

ANU College Asia and the Pacific. 
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2013-2014 ANU Korea Institute Events  

International Conference  

 

Korean Studies Association of Australasia 
8th Biennial Conference 

 

27 to 28 June 2013 

 

The ANU Korea Institute was honoured to host the Korean Studies Association of Australasia’s 8th 

Biennial Conference from 27 to 28 June 2013. The conference was a great success with 68 papers 

presented by participants from Australia, Korea, Japan, New Zealand, the United States and Russia.  

In  total over 100 people attended the conference. The keynote speaker for the Conference was Sun 

Joo Kim from Harvard University whose lecture was titled ‘Voice from the North: Resurrecting Re-

gional Identity through the Life and Work of Yi Sihang (1672–1736).’ In addition to papers present-

ed, three roundtables were held including: Issues of Korean Language Education in Australian 

Schools, On Publishing, and Researching Korea: views from librarians and academics. 
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2013-2014 ANU Korea Institute Events  

Title  Speaker 

Bill Initiation, Party Control, and Civil Society in South 

Korea  

Tuesday 25 February 2014 

 Dr Kuniaki Nemoto 

Waseda University  

Music, Agency and the Identity Politics of Korean  

Diaspora in the People’s Republic of China 

Thursday 13 March 2014 

 Dr Sunhee Koo 

University of Auckland 

AKB48 and Girls’ Generation: Divergent Cultural  

Trajectories in Japan and South Korea  

Friday 21 March 2014 

 Professor John Lie 

University of California,  

Berkeley 

The Emergence of Informal Health Care Practices in 

North Korea 

Wednesday 30 April 2014 

 Dr Eun Jeong Soh 

Australian National University 

The Translations of James Scarth Gale, a Canadian  

Missionary in Korea, 1888-1929 

Friday 30 May 2014 

 Professor Bruce Fulton 

University of British Columbia 

North Korea: Some thoughts on Totalitarianism and 

Love  

Monday 30 June 2014 

 Professor Sonia Ryang 

Rice University 

   

ANU-AKS Speaker Series 

Dr Sunhee Koo Professor John Lie 

Dr Eun Jeong Soh Professor Bruce Fulton 
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Transnational Humanities in Korean Studies Project 

Online Media Library  
 

(http://pictori.net) 

 

Korea-related media are often hidden in libraries and private collection all over the world. Students 

and academics, as well as the general public often have to browse the web endlessly to find a par-

ticular map of Korea, or even an image of a known building. Not only is it sometimes hard to find a 

particular image, but its use in an academic publication is not always authorised or unnecessarily 

costly. As such, in late 2011 as part of a generous grant from the Academy of Korean Studies, the 

ANU’s Korea Institute created an online media library. The online media library allows users to 

share and browse images, both old and recent, while allowing those who upload images to indicate 

to what degree they wish to protect them from being used by others. Photographs, digital scans of 

transparent slides and of flat items such as posters, postcards and maps are all very welcome.  

 

Over the past year, Dr Roald Maliangkay has continued to build the online media library. Many 

changes have been made to the website in order to follow up on very helpful comments from the 

Academy of Korean Studies and the international Korean studies community. The logo has been 

changed, the watermark enlarged, and clear categories have been assigned and made prominent 

on the home page. The new website was again re-advertised to the Korean studies community in 

February 2014, and it received many positive comments. It is hoped that the number of contribu-

tors will continue to grow, and that they will add feedback and share images, both old and contem-

porary.      

Images are from the collection of R. Maliangkay 

The Transnational Humanities in Korean Studies Project was launched in 2011 with generous 

support from the Academy of Korean Studies. The goal of the project is to enhance and transform 

humanities research and teaching in the field of Korean Studies through theme-based and transna-

tional approaches. Through the development of an online media library,  individual research projects, 

publications, our regular lecture series and conferences, we are committed to reaching out to both 

the academic community and the general public. The ANU Korea Institute envisions a future direction 

in Korean Studies that transcends the conventional scope of ‘area studies’ by emphasizing Korean 

history, culture and people as a vital part of and key nexus in global history. The following pages of 

this newsletter summaries our recent progress with this project.   

Street view of Seoul in the 1910s A Korean Village in 1964 Seoul Yangban in the 1930s 
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Transnational Humanities in Korean Studies Project 

Research Projects  
 

A New Modern History of Women in Korea: A Transnational Approach 

 

Hyaeweol Choi 

 

Professor Hyaeweol Choi’s research project ‘A New Modern History 

of Women in Korea’ seeks to investigate the ways in which Korea’s 

interactions with the West and Japan transformed gender images 

and bodily practices from 1876 to the end of Korea’s colonization by 

Japan in 1945. Much of the previous research on the history of 

women in Korea during this period has centred on the category of 

nation-state and has been framed by the grand narratives of nation-

alism, colonialism and modernity. This project re-examines that 

modern history from a transnational perspective by focusing on the 

dynamic flow of ideas, images, and people that enabled different 

groups to envision new modern selves based on local particularities 

and global trends. While on research leave during the second se-

mester of 2013, Choi worked on a co-edited book, entitled Divine 

Domesticities?: Christian Paradoxes in Asia and the Pacific, with Professor Margaret Jolly that is 

part of this research project. This book comprises a collection of papers focusing on the emer-

gence of the concept of ‘domesticity’ within the context of encounters between Christian mission-

aries and women in Asia and the Pacific. Choi also contributed a chapter to the book entitled 

‘Missionary Home as a Pulpit: Domestic Paradoxes in Early Twentieth-Century Korea.’ The book is 

scheduled to be published by the ANU Press in 2014.  

 

Choi has also received an Australian Research Council Discovery Project Award (2014-2016), 

which will provide three years of support for her new research project, entitled ‘Beyond Domestic 

Borders: Transnational Mobility in the Making of Modern Korea, 1920-1945.’ The project aims to 

offer a new perspective on gender and colonial history by examining the networks that women 

and men participate in within East Asia and beyond and the movement of people, materials and 

ideas across national borders in the early to mid-twentieth century.  It will use a variety of ar-

chival  materials to investigate the ways in which Korea’s interactions with Europe, North Ameri-

ca, and other Asian countries transformed gender norms and bodily practices during Japanese 

rule. For this project, Choi will go to the US, Korea, China, Japan and Europe to re-trace 

the footsteps of Korean women and men who traveled overseas as students, artists, or represent-

atives of international organizations. 

 

Grassroots Cross-Border Cooperation in Northeast Asia: Korea’s Role as Network Hub 

 

Tessa Morris-Suzuki 

 

Professor Tessa Morris-Suzuki’s research project ‘Grassroots Cross-

Border Cooperation in Northeast Asia’ examines the role of NGOs in 

promoting cross-border cooperation in Northeast Asia, and in partic-

ular examines Korea’s emerging place as a hub in this networking 

process. Over the past year, Morris-Suzuki has been collecting fur-

ther information for this project, which included a visit to Japan and 

Korea in November 2013. She has also presented her research find-

ings on numerous occasions over the past year both in Australia and 

overseas in places such as Osaka City University, Japan and Harvard 

University, United States.  
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Transnational Humanities in Korean Studies Project 

Research Projects  
 

The Man in the Middle: The Korean Wave and Masculinities in China 

 

Roald Maliangkay  

 

Dr Roald Maliangkay and Dr Geng Song’s research project ‘The Man 

in the Middle’ focuses on the effects of the Korean Wave (hallyu) on 

men in China, and in particular on the representation of masculinity 

in China and its interaction with notions of social class and power. 

Over the past year Maliangkay and Song have made significant pro-

gress with this project, including the forthcoming publication of a 

book chapter entitled ‘A Sound Wave of Effeminacy: K-pop and the 

Male Beauty Ideal in China’ in the book K-Pop – The International 

Rise of the Korean Pop Music Industry edited by Maliangkay and 

JungBong Choi. The book chapter is scheduled to be published in 

2014. 

 

Over the past year, Maliangkay has also been making some final 

changes to his monograph on the preservation of Korean folksongs, which he hopes to submit to a 

new Korean Studies series with the University of Hawaii Press in mid-2014. This book deliberates 

how folksong traditions have been used in South Korea for nation-building  purposes despite many 

fissures in the chains of their transmission. It is a rather untoward happenstance that he visited 

one of his primary informants, ‘human treasure’ Yi Ûn’gwan, only six months before he passed 

away, especially since his main student Park Jun Young was visiting the ANU for a series of perfor-

mances around the time of his passing. The good relationship Maliangkay has built up with Park 

and Yi’s other student Yu Chisuk, as well as with several other music professionals, has allowed 

him crucial insight into the folksong music scene and the various issues of transmission.   

 

In addition, Maliangkay is continuing to prepare a monograph on The Kim Sisters, the Korean pop-

ular music trio that reached true celebrity status in the US in the late 1950s and early 1960s. He 

is due to collect materials at the American archives in Washington in November, and plans to start 

writing up his work in 2015 following a final interview with one of the sisters in Hungary. The re-

cent announcement of a documentary on the trio suggests he may have to try pushing the dead-

line of his project forward.  

 

The Man in the Middle: The Korean Wave and  Masculinities in China 

  

Geng Song  

 

Dr Geng Song relocated from the ANU to the University of Hong 

Kong where he is working in the  School of Chinese. In addition to 

collaborating with Dr Roald Maliangkay on ‘The Man in the Middle’ 

research project, Song has commenced a new two year research 

project. This project, entitled ‘The ‘Korean Wave’ and Gender Identi-

ties in Hong Kong: Transnational Imagination and Cultural Hybridiza-

tion,’ is a collaboration with Dr Tracy Lee from Chu Hai College of 

Higher Education in Hong Kong. 
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Transnational Humanities in Korean Studies Project 

Research Projects  
 

Red Love in the Global 1930s 

 

Ruth Barraclough 

 

Dr Ruth Barraclough’s research project is titled ‘Red Love in the Global 

1930s.’ This project brings together leading and emerging scholars of 

feminist history and literature from across Korea, Australia, New Zea-

land, China, Japan and America to re-connect the transnational path 

of socialist and feminist practice across the Asia Pacific. Under the ru-

bric of Red Love, this project maps the intimate life of socialist move-

ments in the 1920s and 1930s. Barraclough has made significant pro-

gress on this research project. She spent the past year as a Visiting 

Scholar at the Weatherhead East Asian Institute at Columbia Universi-

ty. She also travelled to Seoul, New York and Moscow to conduct re-

search and begin to write up her findings on Korea’s early communist 

women.  

 

In mid July 2013 Barraclough travelled to Seoul for ten days to meet with researchers and present 

her work in informal gatherings. She also collected materials, bought books, and visited university 

libraries.  In late July 2013 she flew to New York to begin her stint as a visiting research scholar at 

the Weatherhead East Asian Institute at Columbia University. While at Columbia University over the 

2013-14 academic year she has done library research in their excellent C.V.Starr Asian Studies Li-

brary, participated in numerous workshops, and presented her research at universities across the 

United States. In September 2013 she travelled to Moscow to visit archival collections that hold in-

formation on one of Korea’s early communists, Vera Khan. Two archives opened their collection to 

her: the FSB archive in Kuznetsky Moct that holds Vera’s NKVD archives, and the RGASPI archive 

that carries her University and Comintern records. In all Barraclough gathered over 50 pages of ma-

terial related to Vera Khan, as well as material on other Korean communists living in Moscow in the 

1930s.  

 

Barraclough is also currently working on a volume, co-edited with Paula Rabinowitz and Heather 

Bowen-Struyk entitled Red Love Across the Pacific: Sex, Texts, Comrades.  This volume charts the 

rise of modernism, radicalism, and feminism through the Asia-Pacific via writing on love and revolu-

tion. The volume brings together scholars of radical history and literature across the Americas, East 

Asia, Russia, and the Pacific. Furthermore, following from the successful launch of the anthology Rat-

Fire: Korean Stories From the Japanese Empire published by the Cornell East Asia Series and Univer-

sity of Hawai’i Press in 2013, the editors have asked Barraclough to join them in co-editing a new 

anthology of translated stories. This volume, tentatively titled Korean Stories from the American Em-

pire, will be edited by Jin-Kyung Lee (University California, San Diego), Sang-kyung Lee (Korea Ad-

vanced Institute of Science and Technology), Jae-young Kim (Wongwang University) and herself. 

The editors will hold a workshop for the book at the Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Tech-

nology  in July 2014.   
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ANU Korea Institute Members 

New Members of the ANU Korea Institute  
 

Fiona Yap 

 

Fiona Yap is an Associate Professor at the Crawford School of Public Policy 

within the ANU College of Asia and the Pacific. Her main research interests 

are in policy studies and political economy of East and Southeast Asia, with 

particular interests in: Policy, politics, and governance; Government and 

politics of Asia and the Pacific; Citizens, institutions, and institution-

building; Economic development & growth; Military and defence studies 

and; Corruption. Her research work is available through journals such as 

the British Journal of Political Science, Comparative Political Studies, Jour-

nal of Theoretical Politics, Social Science Quarterly, Australian Journal of 

Political Science, Journal of East Asian Studies, Korea Observer, and Japanese Journal of Political 

Science as well as chapter contributions in edited volumes. She is a recipient of several interna-

tional grants and fellowships, including grants from the East Asia Foundation (Korea), Korea Foun-

dation (Korea), Chiang Ching Kuo Foundation (Taiwan), Australian Research Council-Centre for 

Excellence Visiting Fellow (Australia), and Keeler IntraUniversity Fellowship (United States). She is 

co-editor of the Asia and the Pacific Policy Journal, advisory board member of internationally-

funded Korea Institute at the Australian National University, and editorial board member at sever-

al international journals, including the Korea Observer journal, the Asian Journal of Political Sci-

ence, and 21st Century Political Science Review, and served as editor of Annual Editions: Compar-

ative Politics for McGraw-Hill (2009-2013). Prior to joining the Crawford School, she was an asso-

ciate professor at the Department of Political Science at the University of Kansas, with research 

affiliations at the Center for East Asian Studies and the Institute of Political and Social Research. 

  

Yongwook Ryu 

 

Dr Yongwook Ryu is a Research Fellow in the Department of International 

Relations in the School of International, Political and Strategic Studies 

within the ANU College of Asia and the Pacific. He joined the Department 

in 2012 after graduating from Harvard University with a PhD in political 

science. His main research area is international relations with, an empirical 

focus on East Asia. He has published works on the foreign policies of Ko-

rea, China and Japan as well as ASEAN. As far as Korea is concerned, he 

has two current research topics. The first is to extend his previous re-

search on the so-called ‘history problem’ (역사문제), and examine how the 

issue affects Korea’s security relations with Japan using the survey experiment methodology.  In 

this regard, in cooperation with Asan Institute for Policy Studies, he will be conducting later this 

year an experiment embedded in an online national survey in Korea, to analyse how the salience 

of the ‘history problem’ issue affects the Korean public sentiments and foreign policy preferences 

toward Japan. Despite much writing on the topic, there is very little empirical research examining 

whether the issue in fact matters for important political outcomes such as emotions and foreign 

policy support. Hence the research will make an important contribution to our current understand-

ing of the effect of the issue on bilateral relations with Japan.  It will also nicely complement his 

previous research in Japan using the same methodology, and provide a full picture of how the is-

sue affects the bilateral security relations between Korea and Japan. The second project relates to 

domestic politics of Korea. He is interested in the political contestation of social understanding re-

garding key historical injustice issues in modern Korean history such as the Gwangju uprising and 

US atrocities. Specifically, he examines how these key historical events—and differing societal un-

derstanding or interpretation of them—leads to contestation, negotiation and shaping of the na-

tional identity of Korea. This is important in explaining the increasing political polarisation in Korea 

as well as how South Korea sees itself in relation with North Korea and the USA. He will be con-

ducting initial fieldwork in Korea during this winter break, to search for data sources and to inter-

view several experts. 
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ANU Korea Institute Members 

Postdoctoral Fellow 
Emma Campbell  

 

Over the past twelve months, Dr Emma Campbell’s ongoing research pro-

ject has examined the topic of humanitarian engagement with North Korea. 

In pursuance of this project, she was awarded a prestigious Australia-Korea 

Foundation grant to fund two trips to North Korea in 2014 with the Eugene 

Bell Foundation, an NGO involved in the treatment and prevention of drug-

resistant tuberculosis inside the DPRK. Further, Emma has recently been 

invited by the Korea Institute for National Unification to participate in a 

new project looking at how G20 governments can support ongoing efforts 

to improve relations between North and South Korea.  

 

Over the past year, Emma has delivered a number of public addresses on 

North Korea, including a talk to the Royal United Services Institute and a major public lecture as 

part of the Strategic and Defence Studies Centre lecture series that attracted an audience of more 

than 250 people. She also made a presentation on ‘Australia-Korea Relations’ at the Korea Update 

2013 and was invited by Professor Tessa Morris-Suzuki to present a paper at the recent ARC Laure-

ate Project Workshop on Survival Life Politics.  

 

Indeed, Emma has been involved in a wide range of media and community outreach activities which 

was recognised by her recent nomination for ‘Best Newcomer’ at the ANU media awards. She has 

been actively involved in efforts to shape Australia’s foreign policy toward the Korean peninsula 

building relationships with both government departments and representatives. Further, Emma has 

been a frequent contributor to the East Asia Forum and other blogs including the ANU College of 

Asia and Pacific website and Asian Currents and she has also published a number of opinion pieces 

in major Australian newspapers. Titles of recent opinion pieces include: ‘Mrs Kim’ and I, ‘Searching 

for meaning in Jang Song-taek’s death, ‘The fragility of South Korean Democracy exposed’ and 

‘Brave steps needed to end DPRK isolation’. Over the past 12 months, Emma has appeared on ABC 

radio, Sky News and Channel 10 as a commentator on Korean peninsula issues. She also works 

closely with ANU’s College of Asia and the Pacific media and marketing team to promote ANU’s Ko-

rean studies programme to the general public and potential students. 

 

Aside from her project on North Korea, Emma is continuing to further develop her PhD project that 

examines attitudes in South Korea to unification, identity and nation. Emma’s completed book man-

uscript based upon her PhD, Eternal Division? The end of ‘one Korea’ and the rise of South Korean 

nationalism, is currently under review with Cambridge University Press and she is presently under-

taking additional research in South Korea in preparation for its final revision and publication. Emma 

also has a forthcoming working paper to be published by the London-based Humanitarian Policy 

Group and is reworking a number of journal articles in response to reviewers’ comments for resub-

mission and anticipated publication.  

 

In 2013, Emma convened the ANU undergraduate course ASIA2049 Politics and Society of Contem-

porary South Korea creating the course from scratch. She received excellent results in the students’ 

assessment of the course and, in the first semester of lecturing at ANU, was nominated for an ‘ANU 

CAP Teaching Award.’ In 2013 and 2014, supporting colleagues at the ANU and promoting the study 

of Korea, Emma gave guest lectures on Korea peninsula topics in programmes including Bachelor of 

Asia-Pacific Security; Master of Asia-Pacific Studies; Master of Military and Defence Studies; Master 

of Strategy and Defence; and ASIA1022 Peace Building and Conflict Resolution. 

 

Emma began her ANU Korea Institute postdoctoral fellowship in October 2012 and will complete the 

two year appointment at the end of October 2014. She is grateful for the tremendous support re-

ceived from the ANU Korea Institute and all those organisations that support Korean studies at the 

ANU.  
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ANU Korea Institute Members 

PhD Candidates 
Markus Bell 

 

Markus Bell is a PhD candidate in the School of Culture, History and Lan-

guage within the ANU College of Asia and the Pacific. His doctoral re-

search focuses on Zainichi North Korean returnees. These individuals, 

whose families were brought to Japan as a source of cheap labour during 

the colonial era (1910-1945), ‘returned’, as part of a Chongryun orga-

nized repatriation project, to North Korea from 1959 to 1984, before 

making yet another return migration back to Japan within the last fifteen 

years (1997-2013). His research ethnographically explores the lives of 

individuals who have endured multiple forced migrations, in each place 

living on the fringes of society while concomitantly playing a vital eco-

nomic, cultural and political role. Understanding the means through 

which these migrants - individuals who have crossed ideological, social, 

linguistic, economic, political and geographic boundaries – resist and negotiate the hegemonic forc-

es at each point, will offer insights into how they define themselves and their hosts, and the means 

by which they emphasize particular ethnic and cultural traits at particular times that underline 

group identity, distinctiveness and solidarity. Bell has also been working as lead researcher on a 

project funded by the Toyota Foundation entitled ‘The ideal and the reality of overseas North Kore-

an defectors.’ This project is reaching its final months. During the almost two years that this pro-

ject has been underway, he has organised and participated in a three-day film festival in Canberra 

and Sydney on the topic of North Korean defectors. He has also contributed to the creation of the 

non-profit organisation, North Korean Transmigration Supporting Association. This organisation 

works to support North Korean defectors who arrive in Australia. He is also co-authoring a textbook 

on North Korean migration in Northeast Asia 

 

Yon Jae Paik 

 

Yon Jae Paik is a PhD candidate in the School of Culture, History and 

Language within the ANU College of Asia and the Pacific. Paik completed 

the Master of Asia-Pacific Studies as the inaugural recipient of AKS’s 

Transnational Humanities in Korean Studies Scholarship in 2013. His the-

sis was entitled ’Informal Life Politics in the Female Workers Union Move-

ment in South Korea: 1970-1979.’ It explored the creation of the female 

workers’ autonomous space in their everyday lives. Based on analyses of 

their oral statements, he focused on the role of missionary-led somoim 

(small groups) in creating the female factory workers’ autonomous 

space. He argued that these workers’ struggles came to have political 

significance not only by trying to avoid subjugation to the state’s mobili-

sation, but also by leading to the creation of this autonomous space in 

their everyday lives. In 2014, Paik started his PhD with an Australian Re-

search Council (ARC) Laureate Fellowship Scholarship. His current project is part of ARC Laureate 

project ‘Informal Life Politics in the Remaking of Northeast Asia,’ and he works on the organic farm-

ing movement in South Korea. His project will start from the introduction of the organic farming to 

South Korea from Japan in the mid-1970s. The intellectual exchanges between two countries that 

shared the norms and values of organic farming practices will be investigated as well as the pro-

cess of constructing their ideal villages. The next part of the project will compare the organic farm-

ing movement with the more contentious movements of farmers' organisations against the govern-

ment. In that process, the relationship between informal life politics and formal politics will be ex-

amined. Finally, the project will shed light on the current situations in South Korea where organic 

farming communities become an incubator of various alternative social movements. In April 2014, 

he conducted a brief pre-fieldwork in Korea meeting people in organic farming movement groups 

and collecting archival materials. Currently, he is focusing on the first part of his project, the histo-

ry of organic farming movement in South Korea with great interest.  
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ANU Korea Institute Members 

PhD Candidates 
 

Minseon Lee 

 

Minseon Lee is a PhD candidate in the School of Culture, History and Language within the ANU Col-

lege of Asia and the Pacific. Her research is tentatively titled ‘The Dynamics of Cross-Cultural En-

counters between Korean Villagers and North American Missionaries in an Early Protestant Commu-

nity in the Late 19th Century Korea.’ In November 2013 Lee travelled to Canada to undertake fur-

ther research for her PhD thesis. She specifically sought information on one of the subjects of her 

research, a Canadian missionary in Korea in the late nineteenth century. Over three weeks, she 

was delighted to find relevant archival material in various Canadian archives and libraries, large 

and small, in Toronto, Halifax and Sackville. The helpful, knowledgeable and warm-hearted archi-

vists, librarians, academics and other local people made her trip incredibly memorable and worth-

while. 

 

Jeffrey Choi 

 

Jeffrey Choi is a PhD candidate in the School of Politics and International 

Relations within the ANU College of Arts and Social Sciences. His research 

is titled ‘Governance in Korea’s Foreign Aid: Continuity and Changes after 

the Institutional Reforms for its Aid Policymaking and Practice.’ From Oc-

tober 2013 to March 2014 Choi travelled to Korea to conduct fieldwork. 

While in Korea, he was a visiting scholar in the Institute for Development 

and Human Security at the Graduate School of International Studies at 

Ewha Womens University. In addition to collecting data for his research, 

Choi presented his research in a seminar at Ewha Womens University and 

at the Re-shaping Development Institute, a leading research think tank 

on development issues in Korea. While in Korea, Choi taught a course on 

global development at the Graduate School of Global Development and 

Entrepreneurship at Handong Global University.  

 

Lauren Richardson 

 

Lauren Richardson is a PhD candidate in the School of International, Politi-

cal and Strategic Studies within the ANU College of Asia and the Pacific. Her 

research is tentatively entitled ‘Reshaping Japan-Korea Relations: Transna-

tional Activist Networks and the Politics of Restitution.’ In 2013, Richardson 

was the recipient of an award for ‘Best Paper Among Postgraduate Stu-

dents’ at the Korean Association of Australasia Biennial Conference in 2013 

and gave a paper on Korea-Japan relations at the Korea Update. In June 

2014, she presented papers at the Australian Historical Association Confer-

ence on a panel with Ruth Barraclough, ANU's Asia Pacific Week, and at the 

10th Worldwide Consortium of Korean Studies Centers at Harvard Universi-

ty.  

 

Chris Park 

 

Chris Park is a PhD candidate in the School of Culture, History and Language within the ANU Col-

lege of Asia and the Pacific. His research is tentatively titled ‘Korean Diasporic Social Movements: 

From the Long-distance Nationalism to the Transnational Identity.’ Over the past year Park has 

been in Japan and Korea conducting research for his PhD thesis. He has had the opportunity to 

meet and interview a number of central figures to his research such as Hong Seung Dam, a dissi-

dent artist.  
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ANU Korea Institute Members 

MPhil Candidates  
Orion Lethbridge 

 

Orion Lethbridge is a MPhil candidate in the School of Culture, History and Language within the 

ANU College of Asia and the Pacific. He graduated from the ANU in 2012 with a Bachelor of Asia-

Pacific Studies (Hons.), a Graduate Diploma in Asia-Pacific Studies, and unresolved questions about 

the role of classical Chinese literacy in East Asia. His undergraduate studies had introduced him to 

the topic, but his coursework had not allowed for an in-depth study of classical Chinese literary his-

tory. Lethbridge became increasingly curious about the uses of classical Chinese outside of China—

in particular, the borrowing and adaptation of literary conventions on the Korean peninsula; a pro-

cess best analysed through the study of individual texts and their contexts. For his Masters thesis 

Lethbridge is focussing on the literary culture of the mid-Joseon dynasty, for which he has chosen 

The Record of the Citadel of Sorrow 愁城志 by Im Je 林悌 (1549-87) as a case study. To date, this 

text has generally been regarded as a representative work of Korean proto-fiction, but this charac-

terisation neither addresses the form and content of the text itself, nor considers it in terms of its 

immediate context. The centrepiece of his research is the annotated translation of the text from 

classical Chinese into English, accompanied by textual and contextual analysis. One literary con-

vention that has come to the fore throughout the translation process is allusion. This is a core fea-

ture of classical Chinese compositions: literati were trained from a young age from ‘textbook’ Con-

fucian materials, expanding their repertoire over the course of their careers. By contrast, his 

knowledge of classical texts is limited: allusions to major texts like the Confucian Analects can be 

easily identified, but references to unfamiliar materials, such as Tang dynasty poetry, are far more 

challenging. Yet the process of identifying and evaluating Im’s allusions is crucial to providing an 

accurate translation, as well as conveying the density and complexity of the original work. In a 

world where literacy was a key form of cultural capital, the ability to integrate intertextual refer-

ences into one’s own compositions was a key form of demonstrating literary sophistication, with 

important ramifications for one’s reputation. It is therefore also important to evaluate these allu-

sions in relation to the literary conventions and intellectual currents of the composer’s lifetime. Fur-

thermore, the literary practices of scholars like Im were strongly influenced by contextual factors, 

including education, institutional affiliations, and social and literary interactions, both formal and 

informal. It is his hope that through the combined analysis of these factors, this study of The Cita-

del will enhance our understanding of both the literary culture of the mid-Joseon and the plurality 

of classical Chinese literature. 

 

Younghye Whitney 

 

Younghye Whitney is a MPhil candidate in the School of Culture, History 

and Language within the ANU College of Asia and the Pacific. She com-

menced her MPhil in February 2014. She is conducting research on Trans-

national Intellectual Networks and their influence on social movements in 

South Korea, with particular focus on the 1970s and the 1980s (Korea and 

Japan).  She focuses on one particular series of letters in the influential 

Japanese magazine ‘Sekai,’ entitled ‘Letters from South Korea’ (Kankoku 

Kara No Tsushin), a 15–year long series that contains valuable infor-

mation on Korean politicians, religious persons, writers, and journalists, 

students and workers who stood up against their nation's military regime 

in pursuit of restoring democracy. At the time, the column was written by 

an unknown author and published monthly between May 1973 and March 1988. The articles were 

translated into many languages and circulated worldwide, including to North and South Korea.  The 

information provided in the columns formed a catalyst for Japanese civil and Christian organisations 

to form linkages with Korean organisations involved in the Democracy movement. Whitney has es-

tablished contact with the author of the letters and have located large portion of his library of docu-

ments that he collected during the 1960s – 1980s, including the resources he used to write his Let-

ter from South Korea articles and his diaries from that period. In June and July 2014, she will un-

dertake a period of fieldwork in South Korea. She will go to the repositories of the author's materi-

als to carry out archival research.  
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Research Achievements  

Publications 
Hyaeweol Choi 

 

Choi, Hyaeweol and Margaret Jolly, ed. Divine Domesticities? Paradoxes in Asia and the Pacific. 

Canberra: ANU Press, 2014. 

   

Choi, Hyaeweol. "Missionary Home as a Pulpit: Domestic Paradoxes in Early Twentieth-Century Ko-

rea." In Divine Domesticities? Paradoxes in Asia and the Pacific, edited by Hyaeweol Choi and Mar-

garet Jolly. Canberra: ANU Press, 2014.  

 

Choi, Hyaeweol. “Constructions of Marriage and Sexuality in Modern Korea.” In Routledge Handbook 

of Sexuality Studies in East Asia, edited by Mark McLelland and Vera Mackie, 87-100. London: 

Routledge, 2014. 

   

Roald Maliangkay 

 

Maliangkay, Roald. “Defining Qualities: The Socio-Political Significance of K-pop Collections.” Korean 

Histories 4, no. 1 (2014): 3–14. 

  

Maliangkay, Roald. “Catering to the Female Gaze: The Semiotics of Masculinity in Korean Advertis-

ing.” Situations: Cultural Studies in the Asian Context 7 (2013): 43–61. 

  

Maliangkay, Roald. “There is No Amen in Shaman: Traditional Music Preservation and Christianity in 

South Korea.” Asian Music 45, no. 1 (2013): 77–97. 

  

Maliangkay, Roald. “The Popularity of Individualism: The Seo Taiji Phenomenon in the 1990s.” In 

The Korean Popular Culture Reader, edited by Kyung Hyun Kim and Youngmin Choe, 296-313. 

Durham and London: Duke University Press 2014. 

  

Maliangkay, Roald. “Freedom to Question” [on the 1956 movie Madame Freedom]. Edinburgh Inter-

national Festival Special Program Booklet (2013): 11–15. 

 

Ruth Barraclough  

 

Barraclough, Ruth, trans. “Darkness by Kang Kyong-ae.” In Rat-Fire: Korean Stories From the Japa-

nese Empire, edited by Theodore Hughes , Jae-Yong Kim, Jin-kyung Lee, and Sang-Kyung Lee. 

Honolulu: University of Hawai’i Press, 2013.  

  

Barraclough, Ruth. Review of River of Fire and Other Stories, by O Chŏng-hŭi, translated by Bruce 

Fulton and Ju-Chan Fulton, Journal of Asian Studies 72, no. 3 (2013): 735-736. 

  

Barraclough, Ruth. “Red Love and Betrayal in the Making of North Korea: Comrade Hô Jông-suk.” 

History Workshop Journal 77, no. 1 (2014): 86-102. 

  

Barraclough, Ruth. “A History of Sex Work in Korea.” In Routledge Handbook of Sexuality Studies in 

East Asia, edited by Mark McLelland and Vera Mackie, 295-304. London: Routledge, 2014. 

  

Markus Bell 

 

Bell, Markus. “The Ties that Bind Us: Transnational Networks of North Koreans on the 

Move.” Resilience: International Policies, Practices and Discourses 2, no. 2 (2014): 100-113. 

 

Bell, Markus and Geoffrey Fattig. “International Cooperation on the North Korean Refugee Crisis.” 

Forced Migration Review 45 (2014): 59-61. 

 

Bell, Markus. “We’re So Happy to Have You Here (But We’d Rather You Hadn’t Come).” Studia Uni-

versitatis Babes-Bolyai Philologia 58 (2013): 221-231. 
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Research Achievements  

Conferences / Invited Speaker  

Hyaeweol Choi  

Choi, Hayaeweol. "Transnational Domesticity in the Making of Modern Korea.” Invited speaker at 

the University of California Berkeley, California, United States, 4 April 2014. 

 

Ruth Barraclough  

Barraclough, Ruth. “Everyday Life in North Korea.” Paper presented at a Workshop at Columbia 

University, New York, United States, 2014.  

Barraclough, Ruth. “The Banishment of Comrade Vera Khan.” Invited speaker at the Weatherhead 

East Asia Centre, Columbia University, New York, United States, 2014. 

Barraclough, Ruth. “Peasant, Heiress, Writer, Whore: Korea’s Early Communist Women.” Invited 

speaker at Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, New Jersey, United States, 2014.  

Barraclough, Ruth. “Peasant, Heiress, Writer, Whore: Korea’s Early Communist Women.” Invited 

speaker at the University of Toronto, Ontario, Canada, 2014.  

Barraclough, Ruth. “Peasant, Heiress, Writer, Whore: Korea’s Early Communist Women.” Invited 

speaker at Stanford University, California, United States, 2014.  

Barraclough, Ruth. “Red Love in Korea: Rethinking Communism, Feminism and Sexuality.” Invited 

speaker at Boston University, Massachusetts , United States, 2013.  

Barraclough, Ruth. “Red Love and Betrayal in the Making of North Korea.” Invited speaker at Uni-

versity of Southern California, California, United States, 2013. 

Roald Maliangkay  

 

Maliangkay, Roald. “What if Dissident Voices Have to Follow Popular Form? South Korea’s Protest 

Music Since the 1990s.” Paper presented at the Protest Music in the Twentieth Century Conference 

at Centro Studi Opera Omnia Luigi Boccherini, Lucca, Italy, 15-17 November 2013.  

  

Maliangkay, Roald. “One Uniform for a Wide Range of Purposes: The Supposed Uniformity of Idol 

K-pop.” Paper presented at Auckland University, Auckland, New Zealand, 16 October 2013. 

Tessa Morris-Suzuki 

Morris-Suzuki Tessa. "Memory Across Borders: Film, Colonialism and the Cold War." Paper pre-

sented at Osaka City University, Osaka, Japan, 8 November 2013.  

 

Morris-Suzuki Tessa. "The Ghosts Return: History, Memory and International Tensions Between 

Japan and its Neighbours." John W. Hall Annual Memorial Lecture, Harvard University, Massachu-

setts, United States, 8 April 2014.  
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Research Achievements  

Conferences / Invited Speaker 

Markus Bell 

Bell, Markus. "Transcendental Transnationalism: The Ancestor Worship Practices of North Koreans 

in Exile." Paper presented at The Fourth Asian Conference on Asian Studies, Osaka, Japan, 2014. 

 

Bell, Markus. "North Korean Remigration: Kin strategies and Agency", Paper presented at the East 

West Centre Media Conference, Yangon, Myanmar, March 2013. 

 

Bell, Markus. "North Korean Refugees in Northeast Asia: Migration, resettlement, migration." Spe-

cial lecture presented at Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca, Romania, July 2013. 

 

Bell, Markus. "Ties That Bind Us: The transnational networks of North Korean refugees" Paper pre-

sented at the Association for Korean Studies in Europe, Vienna, Austria, July 2013. 

 

Yon Jae Paik 

Paik, Yon Jae. “Informal Life Politics in the Female Workers' Struggles in South Korea: 1970 – 

1979.” Paper presented at the Asian Studies Association of Australia Biennial Conference at the 

University of Western Australia, Perth, Australia, July 2014. 

 

Lauren Richardson 

  

Richardson, Lauren. “The Role of Korean-Americans in Shaping Political Outcomes in the ‘Comfort 

Women’ Issue.” Paper presented at the World Consortium of Korean Studies Centers at Harvard 

University, Massachusetts, United States, June 2014. 

Richardson, Lauren. “How the Issues of ‘Comfort Women’ and Territorial Sovereignty became En-

tangled in Japan-Korea Relations.” Paper presented at the Japan Institute of International Affairs, 

Tokyo, Japan, September 2013. 

Richardson, Lauren. “Understanding the ‘Comfort Women’ Issue: The Role of Non-state Actors, 

Norms and Framing Processes.” Paper presented at the Japan Institute of International Affairs, To-

kyo, Japan, August 2013. 

Richardson, Lauren. “Restitution for South Korean Victims of Colonialism and War: the Role of 

Japan’s Non-State Actors.” Paper presented at the Japan Studies Association of Australia Biennial 

Conference at the Australian National University, Canberra, Australia, July 2013. 

Richardson, Lauren. “Contours of Contention: the Nature of Interaction Amongst Korea and 

Japan’s History Activists.” Paper presented at Korean Studies Association of Australasia Biennial 

Conference at the Australian National University, Canberra, Australia, June 2013. 
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Learning and Teaching   

New Courses on Offer  
 

In recent years there has been a significant increase in the number of students taking Korean lan-

guage and Korea related courses at the ANU. In 2014 the ANU Korea Institute will offer three new 

courses for undergraduate and postgraduate students. The courses were designed and will be con-

vened by ANU Korea Institute staff, Dr Roald Maliangkay, Dr Ruth Barraclough and Professor Hy-

aeweol Choi. The first course, ‘Music and Society in Twentieth-Century Korea’ was offered in Se-

mester 1, 2014. The course combined cultural studies theory with musicological concepts, and the 

students appeared to really enjoy the weekly discussions on various aspects of Korean pop music, 

and pop music in general, especially in regards to consumption patterns and neo-marxism (the 

Frankfurter Schule). The other two courses, ‘Gender, Labour and Capitalism in East Asia’ and ‘The 

Korean War’ will be offered in Semester 2, 2014.  

 

Music and Society in Twentieth-Century Korea (Semester 1, 2014) 

 

This course looks into the history of Korean pop music from the early twentieth century to the pre-

sent. It relates the way in which the performance and reception of Korean popular music have re-

flected important changes in Korean society and politics. In a chronological fashion, lectures focus 

on the many different forces that have affected the development of different types of Korean pop 

music. Special attention will be paid to the role of nationalism, government propaganda and censor-

ship, the enthusiasm over Western culture in the fifties and early sixties, the emergence of pop 

idols in the 1990s, and the factors underpinning the Korean Wave. By way of a multi-disciplinary 

(mostly anthropological and at times sociological) approach to music, students are encouraged to 

explore the boundaries of their discipline and learn much about the intricacies of popular music and 

Korean society in the process. It is intended for later-year undergraduate and graduate students of 

music, Asian studies majors, and those specifically interested in Korean society and history.  

 

Gender, Labour and Capitalism in East Asia (Semester 2, 2014) 

 

The dimensions of the East Asian economic miracle are not only financial and political, but also en-

compass labour relations and sexual politics. This course examines the gendered nature of the in-

dustrialization experience in Japan, Korea and China and ask how gender relations have been 

forged in the realm of Confucian capitalism. We begin with an examination of the first factory girls 

in East Asia: in Meiji Japan, in colonial Korea, and in pre-communist China, as we investigate how 

some of the great economies of the twentieth century came to be constructed on the labour and 

ingenuity of girl workers. Turning to the postwar period we follow the course of the ‘Economic Mira-

cle’ in East Asia and examine industrial labour, sex work, white-collar labour and entrepreneurship 

in the booms and crises of late capitalism. This course develops an understanding of the integrated 

development of the capitalist and communist economies of East Asia.  

 

The Korean War (Semester 2, 2014) 

 

This course aims to provide both a historical and a sociocultural understanding of the origins, devel-

opment and impact of the Korean War (1950-1953). Often dubbed ‘the Forgotten War,’ the Korean 

War was an integral part of the global Cold War.  The Korean peninsula became one of the most 

volatile zones in global politics.  In addition to reading standard accounts of the war from the per-

spective of diplomatic and military history, students will also learn about other aspects of the war 

through its portrayal in literature, films and photography to come to a fuller understanding of the 

complexity, nuance and legacy of the Korean War. The course examines the deep historical roots 

that led to the War, the various states, militaries, media and international organizations that be-

came involved in the conflict and the human experiences that are not often included in political or 

historical narratives.  
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Learning and Teaching 

Our Korean Language Tutors 
 

The ANU Korea Institute employs a number of Korean language tutors who tirelessly teach Korean 

to both undergraduate and postgraduate students.  We would like to introduce our tutors to you: 

 

Jeong Yoon Ku  

 

“I am about to complete a Masters of Applied Linguistics (Research) at the ANU and recently com-

pleted the Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) program. I am currently 

teaching Modern Korean 1 and 2 at the ANU. I also teach Korean at the Australian Department of 

Foreign Affairs and Trade.  I like teaching Korean language, and each year, all students in my class 

are very special to me. All students in my class have their own reasons for learning Korean lan-

guage, but through exchanging ideas with students about language and culture, and eventually, 

seeing the students reach their goals, I find teaching very meaningful and fulfilling. Students’ moti-

vation is very important, and I always try to reflect their interests by combining language and cul-

ture in the class. Although I have studied language teaching, over the past few years I think I have 

actually learnt more from the students in my classes. I feel very fortunate to have the opportunity 

to share my passion for Korean language and culture with my Korean language students.”   

 

Younghye Whitney  

 

“My name is Younghye Seo Whitney. I have been teaching Modern Korean 3 and 4 to second year 

students at the ANU since 2012. I am also currently completing my MPhil. I started teaching Korean 

in Nagoya Japan in 2000 at both the School of Korean Language (for ‘Zainichi Koreans’, Koreans 

living in Japan) and the ‘Shakai Fukushi’ (Social Welfare) Centre (for Japanese wishing to learn Ko-

rean). I continued teaching at these institutes until 2007, when I moved to Canberra.  During that 

time, thanks to a Korean pop culture ‘boom’ (hallyu), there were many Japanese of all generations 

wishing to learn the Korean language.  In Australia, prior to teaching Korean in the School of Cul-

ture, History and Language, I opened a Korean class at the Centre for Continuing Education at the 

ANU.  The classes were initially very small but grew rapidly to classes of 20 or more students. The 

age of students ranged from teenagers to people in their mid-60s.  While I taught Korean to them, 

I also found it a great opportunity to learn from my students.  Teaching Korean to university stu-

dents is a very different experience for me. Hallyu is still alive among the students, but they are 

also deeply interested in Korean culture, politics, arts, economy and even sports. I learn many 

things from all of my students, who inspire me to discover more about my own country Korea, as 

well as Australia and the world.” 

 

Minseon Lee  

 

“I have taught Korean language as a foreign language at all levels and all settings in Korea and 

Australia since 2000. I am very thankful for the opportunity to teach Modern Korean 5 and 6 at the 

ANU over the past few years. My classes here have included students from Australia, Asia, Europe 

and the Middle East. To assist my students realize their potential in written and spoken Korean at 

an academic level is the most rewarding part of my work. I hope my students all the best in devel-

oping their Korean skills after their hard work in my classes.” 

 

Narah Lee   

 

“I am a native Korean and tutoring Modern Korean 3 and 4 at the ANU. I completed my MA in Lin-

guistics in Seoul Korea in 2012 and am currently a PhD candidate in the School of Culture, History 

and Language in the ANU College of Asia and the Pacific. My research is in Korean linguistics, par-

ticularly in pragmatics and sociolinguistics. I love not only teaching the Korean language to the stu-

dents but also sharing the current affairs in Korea, K-Pop, Korean movies and so on so that the stu-

dents can learn about the Korean language better along with the culture.” 
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2014-2015 ANU Korea Institute Events 

International Conference 

 

Latent Histories, Manifest Impacts:  
Interplay between Korea and Southeast Asia 

 

26 to 27 February 2015 

 

The ANU Korea Institute together with the ANU Southeast Asia Institute will hold the conference 

‘Latent Histories, Manifest Impacts: Interplay between Korea and Southeast Asia,’ on 26 and 27 

February, 2015 at the ANU. This is an interdisciplinary, inter-regional conference that focuses on 

the rich history of contact and interaction between Korea and the region of Southeast Asia.   

 

The connections between Korea and Southeast Asia can be characterized in terms of both ‘latent 

histories’ and ‘manifest impacts.’ The term ‘latent histories’ refers to the shared and interconnect-

ed histories of Korea and Southeast Asia, which are deeper and more extensive than is commonly 

acknowledged. From the 13th century at least, Korean traders engaged with commercial networks 

along the maritime rim of Asia running through Ryukyu to Southeast Asia. Korea’s colonial experi-

ence parallels that of the Philippines, Vietnam and Burma (now Myanmar) in that they all experi-

enced forced incorporation into colonial empires and developed nationalist movements. The divi-

sion of the Korean peninsula into North and South Korea since 1948 led to complicated regional 

political dynamics within the context of the development of the global Cold War.  

 

Connections between Korea and Southeast Asia since the 1980s have resulted in ‘manifest im-

pacts.’ Since 1997, the ASEAN + 3 initiative has created a formal structure for strategic engage-

ment between Korea and Southeast Asia. There is significant migration of Southeast Asian women 

to Korea to become wives of Korean men in rural areas. That phenomenon has raised a complex 

set of gender and ethnic issues. Korean firms are prominent in the Southeast Asian economy.  K-

pop and Korean television dramas have an enthusiastic following in Southeast Asia. Korean Chris-

tian missionaries are active in the region. The expansion of such connections suggests a dynamic 

flow of influence that is likely to continue and evolve. 

 

The conference aims to offer in-depth analyses of the history of contact and the increasingly sig-

nificant ties between Korea and Southeast Asia in a wide range of areas, including historical con-

nections and divergent developments in civil society, politics, status in the global economy, reli-

gious encounters, gender dynamics and the creative industries.  

Contact the ANU Korea Institute 

Korean Studies at the ANU has a long and vibrant history. We are devoted to innovative teaching 

and cutting-edge research related to Korea. We are also deeply committed to fostering the aca-

demics, professionals and informed citizens of the next generation through our scholarly and cul-

tural activities and our graduate and undergraduate programs.  

ANU Korea Institute 

College of Asia & the Pacific  

Australian National University  

Canberra ACT 0200  

Australia  

 

W: http://koreainstitute.anu.edu.au  

E:  korea.institute@anu.edu.au 

 


