
 

portunity to study on ex-

change at Yonsei. 

ANU signed a Memoran-

dum of Understanding 

(MOU) with South Korea’s 

prestigious Yonsei Univer-

sity on 2 May, 2011. The 

goal is to create new op-

portunities for collabora-

tion between the two insti-

tutions and promote ac-

tive cooperation through 

the development of aca-

demic exchanges of both 

students and faculty 

members. Yonsei is re-

nowned for its distin-

guished faculty and high 

calibre students, and it 

offers courses in English in 

a diverse range of disci-

plines. We hope that ANU 

students will take ad-

vantage of this great op-

We started September 

with an exciting an-

nouncement from Korea: 

the ANU Korea Institute 

was one of only six institu-

tions world-wide to be 

awarded a prestigious 

Overseas Leading Univer-

sity Program for Korean 

Studies (OLUKS) grant 

from the Academy of Ko-

rean Studies. The OLUKS 

grant is given to leading 

universities in the educa-

tion and research of Kore-

an Studies in their respec-

tive regions throughout 

the world. The five-year 

grant will provide funding 

that will allow the Institute 

to support several re-

search projects, develop 

new courses, offer schol-

arships to new graduate 

students and organise 

outreach activities for the 

academic community and 

general public, among 

other activities.  

Yonsei University President Han-Joong Kim with ANU Vice-Chancellor Ian Young 
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Korea Foundation celebrates its 20th anniversary 

This year marks the 20th anni-

versary of the establishment of 

the Korea Foundation, and to 

celebrate this milestone a confer-

ence was held in Seoul between 

7 and 9 July 2011 with the 

theme “New Approach to Korean 

Studies: Understanding Korea in 

a Global Context”. Over 250 

scholars from 20 countries at-

tended the Assembly, including 

Korea Foundation professors, 

Directors of Korean Studies Cen-

tres, Korea Foundation fellows as 

well as scholars and specialists 

from relevant institutions in Korea. 

The ANU Korea Institute was 

proudly represented by Prof Hy-

aeweol Choi and Dr Roald Mali-

angkay. Prof Choi presented a pa-

per on the Current Status of Kore-

an Studies in the Humanities, and 

was on the plenary session on In-

stitutional Architecture for the Pro-

motion of Korean Studies. Dr Mali-

angkay spoke on the topic of col-

lecting in popular culture as part 

of the Korea Foundation’s “KF 

Summer Lecture Series,”, focus-

ing on popular music and design-

er toys and analysing the extent 

to which conformism and individ-

ualism affect these realms of art.  

Prof Hyaeweol 

Choi joined us 

in 2010 as 

the Director 

of the ANU 

Korea Insti-

tute. Former-

ly on the fac-

ulty of Arizo-

na State University (and accord-

ingly, not afraid of the bone dry 

summer of Canberra), Prof Choi 

is the ANU-Korea Foundation 

Professor of Korean Studies. Her 

research interests include gen-

der, culture, religion and diaspo-

ra. She is the author of Gender 

and Mission Encounters in Korea: 

New Women, Old Ways (University 

of California Press, 2009) and An 

International Scientific Communi-

ty: Asian Scholars in the United 

States (Praeger, 1995) and nu-

merous articles. Her forthcoming 

book, entitled New Women in Co-

lonial Korea: A Sourcebook, will be 

published by Routledge in 2012. 

She is currently working on a new 

book which “examines the ways in 

which Korea’s interactions with the 

West and Japan transformed gen-

der images and bodily practices 

from the time Korea opened its 

doors in 1876 until Korea was lib-

erated from Japanese colonisation 

in 1945." When she is not conduct-

ing her research, preparing courses 

or looking after the Korea Institute, 

she loves to go hiking or do pot-

tery.  

ANU Korea Institute has a new Director 
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ANU Korea Institute meets a delegation from South Korea 
of the discussions and the opinions 

expressed. The Australian Political 

Exchange Council sponsors political 

exchanges with the United States, 

Japan, China, Vietnam, New Zea-

land, the Republic of Korea, India 

and the Philippines. The aim of the 

exchange is to provide an oppor-

tunity for our international coun-

terparts to learn about Australia’s 

political system, examine economic 

and social issues and have access 

to a broad range of political figures 

and opinions.  

On 25 August 2011, members of 

the Korea Institute had a lunch-

eon meeting with a delegation of 

young politicians from Korea who 

were visiting Australia under the 

sponsorship of the Australian Po-

litical Exchange Council. At the 

end of their Australian tour, the 

delegation leader, Mr Park Min 

Shik, commented that the dele-

gation were appreciative of not 

only meeting with highly influen-

tial people and organisations - 

like the ANU Korea Institute - 

and discussing local issues, but 

also of the openness and honesty 

A brief note on our benefactor, Madame Sochon Park Young Hi 

versities that had Korean Studies 

programmes. She explained her 

Foundation’s mission to support 

Korean Studies as reflecting her 

belief that “funds should be allo-

cated where they can do the most 

good, and there is no area that 

does more to help develop hu-

mankind than education. As vast 

as our world may be, it is becom-

ing ever more interconnected, so 

that each of us really needs one 

another”.  

A consummate poet with a pas-

sion for sharing with others, she is 

also the leader of Happiness Shar-

ing Group of Yongsan Senior Citi-

zen Welfare Center in Seoul. Dur-

ing her recent research stay in 

Korea, Prof Choi was able to meet 

with Madame Park and visit the 

offices of the Sochon Foundation 

at Seoul National University. Prof 

Choi states that Madame Sochon 

Park has done remarkable work, 

and the ANU Korea Institute is 

As many of you may remember, 

in 2009 the ANU established the 

Sochon Foundation Scholarship 

designed to support graduate 

studies in Korean Studies. The 

scholarship was only possible 

thanks to generous donation from 

the Sochon Foundation, whose 

founder, Madame Sochon Park 

Young Hi, many of us had the 

great pleasure to meet a couple 

of years ago here in Canberra.  

Madame Sochon Park Young-Hi 

was born in Seoul in 1935 and 

majored in mathematics in the 

College of Education at Seoul Na-

tional University. She has long 

been committed to teaching and 

education, and in 1986 she made 

headline news by donating KRW 

100,000,000 to her Alma Mater at 

a time when individual contribu-

tions were still unusual in Korean 

society. In 2001 she expanded 

her assistance to overseas univer-

sities, providing support to uni-

honoured to have been the recipi-

ent of the Foundation’s largesse.  

Madame Sochon Park Young Hi 

South Korean delegation with members of the 

Korea Institute 
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Athalia Irwansjah (second from left) with her 

students in Sangju, South Korea 

Experiencing Korea 

Last year I participated in the Teach 

and Learn in Korea (TaLK) Program,  

a government initiative to bridge the 

gap in English proficiency among 

primary school students in urban 

and rural areas of Korea. I had been 

hoping to work in Korea to get some 

in-country experience and was in my 

second year of Korean at  ANU 

when I first saw an advertisement 

for TaLK. I thought it would be a 

challenging but rewarding experi-

ence. The TaLK program provides  

the opportunity to teach in a rural 

area while allowing plenty of free 

time to experience all Korea has to 

offer.  

I was placed in the city of Sangju, 

Gyeongsangbuk-do, which is al-

most exactly in the middle of Korea 

and about a two and a half hour 

bus ride from Seoul.  At first it was 

a little difficult adjusting to living 

there, especially since the dialect in 

this region is quite different to the 

standard Seoul dialect I had been 

learning in Korean class. There 

were also times when I was home-

sick and  questioning why I had 

embarked on this experience.  

Athalia Irwansjah is an undergrad student studying Korean at ANU. She shares her experience of living and working  

for one year in South Korea. 

A year on the other side 

Hyae-Na Ko Glassick tells of her experience as an exchange student at Seoul National University. 

I studied Korean at ANU for two 

years before going on exchange to 

Seoul. As I had lived in Korea as a 

child up until I was nine years old, it 

was a strange feeling to return after 

over ten years of being out of the 

country. Not much had changed, 

people were still very busy, the sub-

way system still confused me, and 

the ajuma (middle-aged Korean 

women) in supermarkets still 

scared me, but I still felt a sense of 

homecoming when I arrived. 

I studied at the Seoul National Uni-

versity for a full year and my first 

semester was spent in the  Korean 

Language Education Centre. It was 

daunting at first, but my teachers 

at the Language Education Institute 

were quirky, helpful and very eager 

to teach their mother tongue to clas-

ses of around 15 students, all from 

various backgrounds ranging from 

Mongolians to Paraguayans. When 

you think of meeting international 

students at ANU, you would usually 

converse with them in English, but 

here the situation was reversed and 

there I sat, watching Makiko chat-

ting away with Limyao and Peter in 

However as time progressed, I grew 

to love spending my time there with 

students, friends and other teachers;  

thanks to the warm hospitality of all 

the Koreans I met, Sangju came to 

be like a second home to me and 

there is not one thing I regret about 

the experience.  

I would definitely recommend the 

program to anyone who is keen to 

experience something a little differ-

ent. The ability to speak Korean is 

not a pre-requisite, but it certainly 

does help to know a little. For those 

who do go on the program, my ad-

vice is that when teaching, don't ex-

pect everything to go according to 

plan. Learn to be flexible with the 

time and resources you have been 

set, but most important enjoy your-

self and let yourself experience eve-

rything Korea has to offer! 
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Graduate student achievements 

PhD candidate Emma Camp-

bell published an article enti-

tled “Changing South Korea: 

Issues of Identity and Reuni-

fication in Formulating the 

Australia-Korea Security Poli-

cy, Foreign Policy, and Wider 

Relationship” in Korea Ob-

server, Vol.42, No. 1, Spring 

2011. Emma also did a joint 

presentation with Professor 

Tessa-Morris Suzuki as part 

of the ANU Asia Rights Semi-

nar Series, “Dilemmas of 

North Korean Human Rights: 

Within and Across Borders”. 

 

PhD candidate Minseon Lee 

received a research grant 

from the Kyujanggak at 

Seoul National University in 

2010 to conduct research on 

transcultural interactions 

between Koreans and West-

ern missionaries in late nine-

teenth century Korea. 

 

The Korean Studies Depart-

ment at ANU welcomes in-

coming PhD student Lina 

Koleilat, who joins us on a 

Korean Foundation Postgrad-

uate Fellowship. 

PhD candidate Lauren Rich-

ardson presented at the Ko-

rean Studies Association of 

Australasia Postgraduate 

Workshop in November 

2010. Lauren was also 

awarded a scholarship by the 

Australia-Korea Foundation 

of the Department of Foreign 

Affairs and Trade for her 

fieldwork in Korea. 

 

 

 

 

 

Korean. The second semester was 

more difficult as I had to take regu-

lar SNU courses taught in Korean. It 

was manageable though, and by the 

end of the year I could definitely say 

that my Korean skills had improved 

in leaps and bounds.  

While at SNU, I joined one of the 

student clubs, Grimter – a comic 

drawing club. This was probably my 

favourite part of the Year in Korea 

experience because I met some 

amazing people in that club. Not 

only were they overjoyed at having 

an international student join, they 

were eager to teach me as much 

slang and day-to-day Korean as pos-

sible. I can’t help but respect them 

as they were very good students – 

hearing of full-marks on exams 

from them became a norm – and 

they were fun to be around in gen-

eral. I would highly recommend the 

experience to others, especially 

students seeking to improve their 

Korean language skills as this was 

an almost Spartan method of doing 

it. It was a wonderful experience in 

culture and broadening my hori-

zons in general – it just can’t be 

put down in words. I also recom-

mend bringing thick protective 

footwear for defence against the 

stiletto-armed ladies on the buses 

and subway. Hyae-Na at Seoul National University 
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Choi, Hyaeweol, Gender and 

Mission Encounters in Korea: 

New Women, Old Ways 

(Berkeley: University of Califor-

nia Press, 2009)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barraclough, Ruth and Faison, 

Elyssa, eds, Gender and Labour 

in Korea and Japan: Sexing 

class (Taylor & Francis Group, 

UK: Routledge, 2009) 

 

 

 

 

 

Morris-Suzuki, Tessa, To the 

Diamond Mountains: A Hundred 

–Year Journey through China 

and Korea (Lanham, MD: Row-

man and Littlefield, 2010) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gabroussenko, Tatiana, Soldiers 

on the Cultural Front: Develop-

ments in the Early History  of 

North Korean Literature and 

Literary Policy (Honolulu: Uni-

versity of Hawaii Press, 2010) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff publications 

Grants and Awards 

with North Korean refugees 

in South Korea on the po-

litical culture, ideology and 

worldview of their mother-

land; 

PhD candidate Shinnosuke 

Takahashi: who proposed 

to organise a seminar on 

the current state of restitu-

tion movements for victims 

of colonial history in Aus-

tralia, Africa, and Japan 

from both academic and 

activist perspectives. 

 

In 2011 the Korea Institute 

awarded three small grants 

for Korea-related research 

projects. We wish to con-

gratulate the following re-

cipients: 

Dr Ruth Barraclough: who 

will organise an interna-

tional workshop on the 

theme of transnational 

consideration of proletarian 

film and literature across 

Asia and the Pacific;  

Dr Tatiana Gabroussenko: 

will conduct interviews 

Also, Prof Hyaeweol Choi 

received a Fulbright Re-

search Award in 2010 to 

support her new book pro-

ject, tentatively entitled A 

Transnational History of 

Women in Korea, 1876-

1945 

 

 

Kim, Hyung-A and Sorensen, 

Clark, eds, Reassessing the 

Park Chung Hee Era, 1961-

1979: Development, Political 

Thought, Democracy, and Cul-

tural Influence (Washington: 

University of Washington Press, 

2011)  
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Upcoming event: Korea Update 2011 



Korean Studies course offerings for 2011 

2011 

First Semester Second Semester Instructor 

Modern Korean 1 (Kore1020/6120) Modern Korean 2 (Kore1021/6121) Roald Maliangkay, Su-Kyung Kim 

Modern Korean 3 (Kore2521) Modern Korean 4 (Kore2522) Ruth Barraclough, Su-Kyung Kim 

Modern Korean 5 (Kore3012)   Hyaeweol Choi 

  Modern Korean 6 (Kore3013) Ruth Barraclough 

Year in Korea (Kore3550/6550) Roald Maliangkay 

East Asian Women and War 
(Asia2166/6166)   Ruth Barraclough 

Korean Film: History, Culture and 
Society (Asia2080/6080)   Hyaeweol Choi 

  
Politics and Society in Contempo-
rary Korea  

Sang-Young Park 

Roald Maliangkay Honours Core course 

The Korea Institute 
College of Asia & the Pacific  
Australian National University  
Canberra ACT 0200  

Australia  

 
Website: http://koreainstitute.anu.edu.au/ 
 
To be added to the Korea Institute’s  
mailing list or for general enquiries, email:  
korea@anu.edu.au 

Korean Studies at the ANU has a long and vi-

brant history. We are devoted to innovative 

teaching and cutting-edge research related to 

Korea. We are also deeply committed to foster-

ing the academics, professionals and informed 

citizens of the next generation through our 

scholarly and cultural activities and our graduate 

and undergraduate programs. 

The ANU Korea Institute serves as an umbrella 

to draw together the many academic units within 

the University that are focused on teaching and 

research on Korea.  
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This issue of Korean Studies Newsletter has been prepared by Hea-Jin Park and Lauren Richardson  


