
1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I N  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Pictori Media 

Library 

1 

Director’s foreword 2 

2015-2016 ANU 

Korea Institute 

Events 

3 

Transnational  

Humanities for 

Korean Studies 

Project  

11 

ANU Korea Institute 

Members Update 

14 

New Faculty 
Members 

16 

ANU-Hanyang 

University Exchange 

17 

Postgraduate 

Students 

17 

Teaching and 
Learning: Korean 
Studies at ANU and 
abroad 

22 

Graduate and 
Alumni Activities 

26 

Research 
Achievements 

28 

Upcoming Events 32 

Korea Institute Newsletter  J U N E  2 0 1 6  

 

Pictori Online Media Library  
(http://pictori.net) 

The Pictori Online Media Library was developed by Dr Roald Maliangkaij, 
with the support of a generous grant from the Academy of Korean 
Studies in order to provide the public with a free and valuable resource 
to see Korea, old and new. Korea-related media are often hidden in 
libraries and private collection around the world. In late 2011, the ANU’s 
Korea Institute created an online media library with the vision of 
overcoming problems of accessibility and cost sometimes associated with 
sourcing maps and images of Korea. 
 
This unique resource of the ANU Korea Institute provides students, 
academics, and the general public with access to an online collection of 
Korea-related media. The online media library allows users to share and 
browse images, both old and recent, and hosts digital images of rare and 
valuable materials from the growing Korea Institute collection. 
Contributions from users, in the form of photographs, digital scans of 
transparent slides, posters, postcards and maps are all very welcome.  
 
In 2015-2016, Dr Maliangkaij has continued to expand the online media 
library and improve the functionality of the Pictori website with the 
assistance of Katie Hayne. Changes have been made to the website in 
order to follow up on very helpful comments from the Academy of 
Korean Studies and the international Korean studies community. 
Feedback and contributions are warmly welcomed. If you would like to 
contribute to the online media library, please contact the ANU Korea 
Institute. 

“Japanese Goodwill Mission to Korea” 
1910  

“Young lady in a palanquin” 1900s 



2 

 

Director’s Foreword 
Professor Hyaeweol Choi 

ANU Korea Institute Director’s Foreword  

 2015-2016 has been a very productive year for the Korea 
Institute and its affiliates. We have hosted a series of public lectures 
and international conferences, and our affiliated faculty and students 
have had significant accomplishments over the past year.  
 We are in the final year of the five-year grant (2011-2016) 
from the Academy of Korean Studies as a Core University Program of Korean Studies. 
Thanks to this generous grant, the ANU Korea Institute has been able to take numerous 
initiatives in research, teaching and outreach under the broad theme of “transnational 
humanities in Korean Studies.”  The focus on transnationality aimed to take advantage 
of the unique position ANU holds in regard to Asian studies with its location in the region 
and the world-class expertise it attracts.   
 In the AKS project, our first and foremost important goal has been to train and 
mentor undergraduate and postgraduate students. The grant has enabled us to create 
new courses for our undergraduate curriculum. It has also funded scholarships for two 
PhD students and four MA/MPhil students. The research topics of these scholarship 
recipients are very diverse, ranging from North Korea diaspora in Northeast Asia and the 
role of transpacific network in Korean democracy movements in the 1970s to organic 
farming movements in South Korea, English language education and 16th century literati 
culture and writing.  
 The AKS project has also supported four ongoing research projects that are 
transnational in scope and transdisciplinary in method. They include: ‘A New Modern 
History of Women in Korea: A Transnational Approach’; ‘Grassroots Cross-Border 
Cooperation in Northeast Asia: Korea’s Role as a Network Hub’; ‘The Man in the Middle: 
The Korean Wave and Masculinities in China’; and ‘Red Love in the Global 1930s.’ These 
research projects have yielded a number of book publications and journal articles and 
helped the Institute and its affiliates build a scholarly network that goes beyond Korean 
studies. 
 I’d like to make a special note on the creation and development of the Media 
Library, which was another core component of the AKS project. Proposed and developed 
by Roald Maliangkay, the Media Library is an online archive with a vast collection of 
images of Korea, some quite rare. It is available world-wide as a resource for teaching 
and research.  This will be a lasting legacy from the grant. The site will continue to be 
open as a repository that is continually enriched with more images and other media, and 
we believe it will be of tremendous value not only for students and scholars but also for 
anyone who is interested in Korean history, society and culture.  
 The AKS grant has also provided us with the funding to hold six international 
conferences, thirty nine public lectures to date, and an artist-in-residence program that 
hosted practitioners and performers from a variety of arts. The events that the AKS 
grant supported offered fascinating and compelling insights that have greatly enriched 
the mind and heart of the ANU community.  On behalf of the members of the ANU and 
the Korea Institute, I would like to thank all of the visiting scholars and artists who 
shared their research and creative works and provided invaluable mentoring to our 
students.  
 Finally, but not least, I would like to thank the AKS project members, Roald 
Maliangkay, Tessa Morris-Suzuki, Ruth Barraclough, Geng Song, Daniel Chua, Catherine 
Hallett, and Orion Lethbridge. Their dedication, collegiality and wisdom have made the 
period of the grant a wonderfully productive, exciting and enjoyable time to be engaged 
in Korean Studies at ANU.  
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2015-2016 ANU Korea Institute Events  

On Saturday 1 August 2015, the Korea Institute hosted Moyoung Jin 
for a special screening of the moving and award-winning 
documentary ‘My Love, Don’t Cross That River’ (Nim-a, keu kangeul 

keonneojimao). The documentary follows a year in the lives of Jo 
Byeong-man and Kang Kye-yeol, a couple living in rural South Korea 
who had been married for 76 years. The screening was followed by 
a Q&A session; a unique opportunity for audiences to get up close 
and personal with the film’s creator. 
 
This film set a new record for highest-grossing documentary at the 
Korean  box  office,  and  captivated  the  hearts  of  international 
audiences, winning the Audience Award at the DMZ International 
Documentary Film Festival, and Best Independent Film at the 6th 
KOFRA Film Awards in 2014, and the Documentary Award at the 
21st  Los  Angeles  Film  Festival  in  2015,  among  many  other 
nominations. In Australia in 2015, it screened at the Sydney Film 
Festival, the Melbourne International Film Festival, and ANU. 

‘My Love, Don’t Cross That River’ 
Special screening and Q&A with Director Moyoung Jin 

On 22 July 2015, the Korea Institute hosted the Korean Traditional Music Orchestra of the 
Blind for a beautiful and inspiring performance at Llewelyn Hall in the ANU School of 
Music.  
 
King Sejong reigned from 1418-1450, and is regarded as one of the greatest kings in 
Korean history. In the time of King Sejong, as members of the Court Music Institute, blind 
musicians held official posts and performed for various court ceremonies and rituals. This 
tradition continued until the end of the Joseon dynasty (1392-1897). Seeking to revive it, 
the Siloam Centre for the Blind founded the Korean Traditional Music Orchestra of the 
Blind with support of the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism of Korea in 2011. The 
orchestra has performed in the United States, Canada, Japan, Korea and now Australia. 
The performance included Korean traditional court music, folk music and creative music 
performance.  

Korean Traditional Music Orchestra of the Blind 
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The Culture and Everyday Life in North Korea Conference was hosted by the ANU Korea 
Institute, and co-sponsored by the Centre for Korean Research at Columbia University. 
Building upon a 2014 workshop at Columbia University, this meeting was an international 
gathering of scholars who work on North Korean history, culture and everyday life. Each 
participant’s research drew upon a particular archive – film libraries, Soviet archives, 
magazine issues, captured documents, literary works, architectural history and the built 
environment, memoirs and autobiographies – to furnish the project with a wide-ranging 
collection of sources and settings within which to approach the study of North Korean 
culture and society. The aim was to creative a highly interactive space that allowed 
participants to circulate their work as discussion pieces, and closely engage with different 

approaches to the study of and writing about North Korea.  
 
In the first session, Fashioning New Women, Dr Dima Mironenko 
(Yale University, pictured left) considered the ways in which North 
Korean women were treated by official discourse in North Korea in 
the 1960s. Professor Hyaeweol Choi joined him as discussant 
(bottom left). In the second session, Dr 
Cheehyung Harrison Kim (University of 
Missouri, pictured right) presented War 

Orphans, Capitalist Family, and Postwar 
North Korea’s State Form as Exchange, 
joined by Dr Yasuko Kobayashi (ANU, 
bottom right) as discussant. 
 
In the third session, Postmodern 
Pyongyang: North Korea’s 
Transformation through its Changing 

Built Environment, Professor Charles 
Armstrong (Columbia University, pictured 
left) examined   the visual transformation 
of North Korea’s capital city . Professor 
Tessa Morris-Suzuki (ANU, bottom left) 
joined him as discussant. Dr Ruth Barraclough (bottom centre) 

then presented Banishment in the Soviet Republics: Vera Khan, the story of the life of an 
international socialist reformer, with Dr Ksenia Chizhova (ANU, bottom right) as 
discussant. To conclude the first day of the conference, Dr Mironenko presented on his 
experiences accessing the North Korean materials kept in the Russian Archives.  
 

2015-2016 ANU Korea Institute Events  

Culture and Everyday Life in North Korea 
Co-sponsored by Columbia University 
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2015-2016 ANU Korea Institute Events  

On the second day of the Culture and Everyday Life in North Korea 
conference, presentations turned to an examination of culture and 
everyday life in North Korea through its literature and popular 
media.  
 
Professor Theodore Hughes (Columbia University, pictured left) 
began the day with Iconicity in North Korea: Epic in the Everyday, in 
which he considered the development of North Korean literature 

‘within transnational networks of ideas and images’. Professor 
Nicole Moore (UNSW, bottom left) joined him as 
discussant. 
 
In The Rise and Fall and Rise Again of the Three 

Revolutions Team Members, Assistant Professor 
Immanuel Kim (University of Binghampton, 

pictured top right) examined the ongoing reinterpretations of the 
bureaucratic group known as the Three Revolutions team members, 
whose treatment in literary depictions provides an 
interesting lens to examine the political and social tensions 
of the Party’s ideological group from the 1970s to the 

2010s. Mr Yon Jae Paik (ANU, pictured 
bottom right) was discussant. 
 
Assistant Professor Dafna Zur 
(Stanford University, pictured top left) 
then presented Engineering Utopia: 
The Turn to Science in the DPRK. Dr Roald 
Maliangkay (ANU, pictured left) joined as 

discussant. 
 
Finally, Dr Tatiana Gabroussenko 
(Korea University, pictured right) 
presented North Korean creative 

writing under Kim Jong Un: 
continuities and changes. Dr Christian 
Sorace (ANU, pictured right) joined her 
as discussant. 

 
The conference concluded with plans 
for a publication that would be the first 
scholarly volume of papers to consider 
North Korea’s distinct culture and 
practices of everyday life through 
sustained historical analysis. It was 
overall an extremely productive 
gathering of international scholars of 
humanities focusing on North Korea in 
their research.  
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On Thursday 19 and Friday 20 May 2016, the ANU Korea Institute hosted the 
Transnational Humanities in Korean Studies conference. Bringing together a wide range 
of high-calibre, international researchers, this conference was an opportunity to embody 
the overall goals put forward at the beginning of the grant 
supporting the development and expansion of the Korean 
Studies program at the ANU, and explore new directions for 
research in the humanities, focussing on Korea. The 
conference opened with an outline of the Transnational 
Humanities in Korean Studies project, including introductions 
to the individual projects of the team members and their 
findings, with presentations over the course of three sessions.  

Session One was titled ’Korea and the World in Literature’. In 
the first presentation, Associate Professor Sunyoung Park 
(University of Southern California, pictured top left) provided a 
fascinating insight into the dynamic between the global and the 
local in her presentation Reciprocal Assets: Science Fiction and 

Democratization in 1980s South Korea.  

Dr Jinyoung Park (Yonsei University, pictured bottom left) then 
presented his paper East Asian Unconsciousness of Translation 
and World Literature, opening up a critical analysis of the 
selectiveness of translation, and the complexity, gaps, and 
possibility for misinterpretation that occurs when literature 
crosses between cultures and languages.  

Session Two was titled ‘Negotiating National Identities in Film’. 
In this session, Assistant Professor Hyunjung Lee (Nanyang 
Technological University, pictured top right) explored the 
reimagining of the colonial past through the portrayal of 
material goods in Modern Goods from the New World and the 
Affects of Border-Crossing: Re-imagining the Colonial Past in 
Modern Boy (2008), and Associate Professor Hye Seung Chung 
(Colorado State University, pictured bottom right) provided a 
remarkable account of how the real and imagined are used in 

film in her paper Powers of the 
False and Real Fiction: Migrant 
Workers in Contemporary 

South Korea Mockumentaries. 
Finally, concluding the first 
day, Dr Naoki Watanabe (Musashi University, pictured 
left) guided his audience through a fascinating 
reappraisal of the actress Ri Koran in The Colonial 

Perception of Ri Koran’s Films in Korea and Taiwan.  

2015-2016 ANU Korea Institute Events  

Transnational Humanities in Korean Studies 
The culmination of the Academy of Korean Studies  

2011-2015 grant 
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2015-2016 ANU Korea Institute Events  

The second day of the conference opened with Session Three, 
titled ’Space, Society, and Gender’. In this session, Associate 
Professor Albert Park (Claremont McKenna College, pictured 
top right) challenged the overwhelming dominance of urban 
centres in research with his paper Subverting the Standard: 
Agrarian Modernism through Spatial Reconstruction in Colonial 

Korea. Assistant Professor Jaeeun Kim 
(University of Michigan, pictured 
bottom right) then reviewed national 
identity politics in Contested Embrace: 
Transborder Membership Politics in 

Twentieth-Century Korea. Finally, 
Associate Professor Geng Song 
(University of Hong Kong, pictured left) 
examined reactions to the Korean 
Wave in broader East Asian culture and considered gender 
performance in Transnationalism and East Asian Masculinities. 

Dr Ruth Barraclough (top left) acted as the 
discussant for Session One, and Dr Roald 
Maliangkay (top right) acted as discussant for 
Session Two. Professor Hyaeweol Choi 
(bottom right) acted as the discussion for the 
first two presentations in Session Three, 
while Professor Ariel Heryanto (Australian 
National University, bottom left) acted as 
discussant for the final presentation, Geng 
Song’s Transnationalism and East Asian 

Masculinities. 

Session Three was followed by a roundtable 
of presentations from Yon Jae Paik, 
Younghye Seo Whitney, and Orion 
Lethbridge, whose work provided a suitably 

diverse background for a fruitful forum exploring the idea of transnationalism. The 
discussion was led by the graduate students of the ANU Korea Institute.  

The conference closed with an open 
discussion and critical engagement 
with the definition and nature of 
“transnationalism”. In this discussion, 
the participants engaged in careful 
consideration of the role 
transnationalism plays in Korea-
focused humanities research. The 
discussion opened up many possible 
avenues for exploration for the future 
of Korean Studies humanities research 
on the levels of both the local and the 
global. 
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2015-2016 ANU Korea Institute Events  

Korean Re-Unification:  

Prospects and Implications 

The Korean Re-Unification workshop held on 22 April was co-sponsored by the ANU 
Korea Institute, and hosted by the ANU Centre for Applied Macroeconomic Analysis 
(CAMA), part of the ANU College of Asia and the Pacific Crawford School of Public 
Policy, the Asiatic Research Institute (ARI) at Korea University, and the Korea 
Institute for International Economic Policy (KIEP). This workshop brought together 
renowned Korean and international specialists in government, academia and research 
institutes to consider Korean re-unification. The workshop aimed to provide a 
direction for Korea’s policy towards reunification, with speakers presenting academic 
and policy-oriented research related to the prospects of re-unification, and the  
economic consequences that re-unification would have for the Korean peninsula and 
the East Asian region.  
 
Professor Warwick McKibbin (Director, CAMA, ANU Crawford School of Public Policy) 
and Professor Jong-Wha Lee (Director, ARI, Korea University) opened the event, with 
welcoming remarks by Dr Ho Yeol Lim (Vice President, KIEP) and Professor Hyaeweol 
Choi (Director, ANU Korea Institute). In Session 1, Current Developments and 

Prospects, presentations were given by Dr Marcus Noland (Peterson Institute for 
International Economics) and Professor Sung-wook Nam (Department of North 
Korean Studies, Korea University). This session was moderated by Professor 
Hyaeweol Choi. The discussants were Dr Soo Ho Lim (KIEP) and Dr Brendan Taylor 
(Strategic and Defence Studies Centre, Coral Bell School of Asia Pacific Affairs, ANU). 
In Session 2, International Experiences and Lessons, presentations were given by Ari 
Kokko (Copenhagen Business School) and Professor Mark Weder (Adelaide/CAMA). 
This session was moderated by Dr Ho Yeol Lim. The discussants were Thu Phuong 
Pham (University of Adelaide) and Dr Andrew Stoeckel (CAMA, ANU). In Session 3, 
Economic Impacts, presentations were given by Professor Ju Hyun Pyun (Department 
of Business Administration, Korea University), Professor Jong-Wha Lee, and Professor 
Warwick McKibbin. This session was moderated by Dr Marcus Noland. The 
discussants were Dr Creina Day (Arndt Corden Department of Economics, ANU) and 
Professor Rod Tyers (UWA & CAMA, ANU). In Session 4, Economic Cooperation and 

Re-Unification in the Korean Peninsula, presentations were given by Dr Jangho Choi 
(KIEP) and Professor Moonsung Kang (Division of International Studies, Korea 
University). This session was 
moderated by Professor L. Gordon 
Flake (CEO, Perth USAsia Centre). 
The discussants were Dr Danielle 
Chubb (School of Humanities and 
Social Sciences, Deakin University) 
and Dr Leonid Petrov (ANU).  
 
The presentations were followed by 
a panel discussion, and the 
workshop closed with a book launch 
for Dr Emma Campbell’s South 
Korea’s New Nationalism: The End 
of “One Korea”?  launched by 
Professor Tessa Morris Suzuki. 
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2015-2016 ANU Korea Institute Events  

New religion and non-violence resistance 

movement among Korean farmers under 
Japan's Occupation 

Thursday 20 August 2015 

 Professor Changhee Nam 

Inha University 

The Subject of Feelings: The Lineage Novel 

and the Discourse of Emotion in Korea, Late 
17th-Early 20th Centuries 

Thursday 24 September 2015 

 Dr Ksenia Chizhova 

Australian National University 

The 2015 Return of the Remains of Forced 

and Indentured Labourers from Japan to 
Korea 

Tuesday 6 October 2015 
 

 Chiyomi Kobayashi 

Deputy Directory and Secretary 
East Asian Citizen’s Network 
 
Rosa Lee 
PhD candidate, University of 
Tokyo 

The Transnational Brain: Talent Flows and 

Development in Asia 
Thursday 18 February 2016 

 Professor Gi-Wook Shin 

Stanford University 
 
Professor Rennie J. Moon 
Yonsei University 
 

The Milk Family: Women in the 

Commemorative Culture of Chosŏn Korea 
(1392-1910) 

Friday 4 March 2016 

 Dr Ksenia Chizhova 

Australian National University 

Hungry Ghosts and Living Islands: The Past 

that Would Shape Northeast Asia's Future  
Monday 21 March 2016 
 

 Professor Alexis Dudden 

University of Connecticut 
 

The Profit of Queerness: Tabloid Journalism 

and the Precarious Bonds of Female 
Homoeroticism in Authoritarian South Korea 

Thursday 24 March 2016 
 

 Dr Todd A. Henry 

University of California San Diego 

The Vietnam War and Korea: Memory and 

Reality 
Thursday 21 April 2016 

 Professor Tae Gyun Park 

Seoul National University 

Reconstructing Memories Concerning 

Detained Diplomats After the Fall of Saigon 
in 1975 

Wednesday 4 May 2016 

 Professor Won Kim 

Academy of Korean Studies 

ANU-AKS Speaker Series 
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2015-2016 ANU Korea Institute Events  

ANU-AKS Speaker Series 
 

 

Writing in the Interior: Women and Vernacular 

Writing in Late Chosŏn Korea  
Friday 13 May 2016 

 Dr Ksenia Chizhova 

Australian National University 

Do the New Sanctions Bite? The Political 

Economy of the DPRK in 2016  
Thursday 26 May 2016 

 Dr Andray Abrahamian 

Macquarie University 
Co-sponsored by the Department of 

Political and Social Change, Coral Bell 

School 

   
From left to right, by row: Changhee Nam, Ksenia Chizhova, Chiyomi Kobayashi and Rosa Lee, Rennie 
Moon and Gi-Wook Shin, Alexis Dudden, Todd Henry, Tae Gyun Park, Won Kim, and Andray 
Abrahamian. 
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Transnational Humanities in Korean Studies Project 

Transnational Humanities in  

Korean Studies Project 
 

The Transnational Humanities in Korean Studies Project was launched in 2011 with 
generous support from the Academy of Korean Studies. The goal of the project is to 
enhance and transform humanities research and teaching in the field of Korean Studies 
through theme-based and transnational approaches. Through the development of an 
online media library, individual research projects, publications, our regular ANU-AKS 
speaker series and conferences, we are committed to reaching out to both the academic 
community and the general public. The ANU Korea Institute envisions a future direction 
in Korean Studies that transcends the conventional scope of ‘area studies’ by 
emphasizing Korean history, culture and people as a vital part of and key nexus in global 
history. The following pages of this newsletter summarise our recent progress with this 
project.   

 

Research Projects   
 

 

Hyaeweol Choi 
 
In the past year Professor Choi published Gender in Modern East 

Asia: An Integrated History (Westview 2016), a textbook that she 
co-authored with Barbara Molony and Janet Theiss. She continued 
fieldwork for her ongoing research project on gender history from a 
transnational perspective, travelling to China, Japan and Korea to 
collect archival data from May to July 2015. She was invited to 
present some of this research at Columbia University, where she 
gave a lecture entitled “Crossing the Lines: Korean Women, 
Christianity, and the Impulse to Claim New Space,” in April 2016. 
Her comment on key issues in South Korea in year 2015 was published in East Asia 
Forum under the title “South Korea’s choice between prosperity and democracy,” (30 
December 2015).  Her book review of South Korea’s Education Exodus: The Life and 
Times of Study Abroad edited by Adrienne Lo, Nancy Abelmann, Soo Ah Kwon, and Sumie 
Okazaki (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2015), appeared in Journal of Asian 
Studies 75, no. 2 (May 2016). 
 
Hyaeweol was also elected as President of the Korean Studies Association of Australasia 
(KSAA). In that role, she has undertaken several initiatives to help make the field of 
Korean Studies more visible within the academic community of Asian Studies in our 
region and beyond. One such effort has already born fruit. She proposed that the Asian 
Studies Association of Australia include “Korea” in the name of one of the organizational 
councils as a proper reflection of its importance in the region. That effort was successful, 
and the unit formerly known as the Japan and Northeast Asia Council has been renamed 
“Japan and Korea Council.”  
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Transnational Humanities in Korean Studies Project 

Ruth Barraclough 
 

This has been a productive year for Ruth. Her book Red Love 

Across the Pacific, co-edited with Heather Bowen-Struyk and 
Paula Rabinowitz, was published by Palgrave in 2015. In March 
2016 she co-hosted with Professor Charles Armstrong the Culture 

and Everyday Life in North Korea conference, co-funded by AKS 
and Columbia University and attended by researchers from 
Russia, South Korea, the United States and Australia. The 
participants are working on producing a book from this workshop, 
co-edited by Professor Charles Armstrong and Ruth. Ruth was 
also invited to join a new research project: New Perspectives on 
the Cultural History of 1980s South Korea, piloted by Professor Sunyoung Park 
(University of Southern California) following a workshop with participants in November 
2015. Finally, Ruth’s first monograph Factory Girl Literature has been translated into 
Korean by Professor Kim Won and Professor Jiseung Roh and will be published by 
Humanitas Press in 2016.  
 

Roald Maliangkaij  
 

Roald is currently preparing a monograph on the musical trio of 
the Kim Sisters. With the working title "Racy Reconciliation: 
Memories of the Korean War, and the Kim Sisters”, this study 
focuses on the important role played by the Kim Sisters and their 
family not only in the history of Korean popular music, but also in 
the construction of memories of the Korean War both in 
Korea and the West. When he is not writing, teaching or 
attending work meetings, Roald can be found working on the 
Pictori website. The site now offers over a thousand images of 
Korea, more than 99% of which are unique. Although acquiring new images is fairly 
straightforward, sometimes photos or slides need to be repaired, and occasionally scans 
require some cleaning up (see photo).  
 
Over the past year, almost 3,000 people have viewed the site, the majority from South 
Korea (26%) and the US (19.3%). Sometimes Roald is approached by peers requesting 
a clean scan for use in a publication, but the number of such instances remains limited, 

which may be because of the major themes the 
site covers. For example, the site thus far 
includes very few images of battle scenes of the 
Korean War; most images tagged as such are 
of people fleeing the violence, or of Seoul’s 
deserted streets. It is hoped that people with 
interests in areas other than those of Roald 
(popular culture) and Professor Tessa Morris-
Suzuki (North Korea) will share some of their 
images, so the site broadens in scope. With the 
incredible support of website designer Katie 
Hayne, Roald is currently hoping to further 
develop the site to also allow for the uploading 
of movies, and the cross-linking with the photo 
archives of the Australian War Memorial and 
National Library of Australia in Canberra.  
  

The photo of the 1950s shown here is a recent 
acquisition; the scan was cleaned to remove 
dust and minor discolouration.  It is a lengthy 
process often requiring some 1,000 clicks.   
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Transnational Humanities in Korean Studies Project 

Tessa Morris-Suzuki 
 

In 2015-16, Tessa Morris-Suzuki and Eunjeong Soh completed 
editing the volume New Worlds from Below: Informal Life Politics 

and Grassroots Action in Northeast Asia, which includes selected 
papers from last year’s conference Grassroots Regionalization and 

the Frontiers of the Humanities in Northeast Asia: Korea as a Hub. 
This volume has now been submitted for publication. In addition, 
Tessa and Professor Narangoa Li (ANU) started the new 
undergraduate course “Reconciliation and the Memory of Conflicts 
in Asia and the Pacific”, with invited lectures by prominent Korea 
experts such as Professor Kim Kyungmook (Waseda University) and Professor Alexis 
Dudden (University of Connecticut). 
 
Tessa conducted field work in Japan in May-June 2015, collecting further archival 
material and interview data on grassroots movements engaged in cross-border 
collaboration. In June 2015 she was invited to become a member of the advisory board 
of the Japan-based reconciliation group East Asia Citizens’ Network, a reconciliation 
group linking Japan and Korea created in 2015. As a member of the advisory board, she 
helped in the planning and successful completion of their major reconciliation event, a 
return of the remains of Korean forced labourers who died in Japan during the war, in 
November 2015, and organised a supporting event in Canberra (see http://apjjf.org/-
Tessa-Morris_Suzuki/4368). 
 
Geng Song  
 

For the past year, Geng has continued his project on 
transnationalism and East Asian masculinities. In particular, he 
looked at the convergence and confrontation among East Asian 
cultures in terms of masculinity construction. He has been focusing 
on the role played by television in the politics of gender identities, 
such as the cult of male beauty associated with the global 
popularity of K-drama. He also historicized the “Pan-East Asian soft 
masculinity” in the context of Confucian cultural heritage. His 
publications in the past year included a book chapter on 
transnational masculinities in Chinese television and “Changing Masculinities in East Asian 
Pop Culture” by East Asia Forum Quarterly. He presented his initial findings at the 
Transnational Humanities in Korean Studies conference at the ANU.  

New Book Publications  
Thanks to the generous funding of the Academy of Korean Studies, Professor Hyaeweol 
Choi and Dr Ruth Barraclough have each published a book 
based on their research projects: 
 Barraclough, Ruth, Heather Bowen-Struyk and Paula 
Rabinowitz, eds. Red Love Across the Pacific: Political and 
Sexual Revolutions of the Twentieth Century. New York: 
Palgrave, 2015. 
 Molony, Barbara, Janet Theiss, and Hyaeweol Choi. 
Gender in Modern East Asia: An Integrated History. 
Westview Press, 2016. 

http://apjjf.org/-Tessa-Morris_Suzuki/4368
http://apjjf.org/-Tessa-Morris_Suzuki/4368
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ANU Korea Institute Members Update 

Update from Core Korean Studies Scholars  
 

Fiona Yap 

 
In 2015-16, Associate Professor Fiona Yap continued to build her 
connection with Korean Studies. She was awarded several 
grants and fellowships this year: the Social Science Korea 
Research Foundation fellowship, 2015-2017, becoming the ANU-
Indiana University Pan Asia Institute Distinguished Scholar, 2015
-2016, and winning an Indonesia Project Research Network 
Research Grant, 2015-2016. 
 
In addition, Fiona co-edited the volume The Power of the 

Chinese Dragon: Implications for African Development and 
Economic Growth with Spencer Hanson. This volume was 
published by Palgrave Macmillan in 2015 as part of the Palgrave Reader in Economics 
Series. She also authored a range of articles for East Asia Forum, the Journal of East 
Asian Studies, Asian Survey, and co-authored an article with Hans Stockton for the 
journal Representation.  
 
 

Update from Members 
 

Jong-Sung You, Faculty member 
 
During the last year, Dr Jong-Sung You has published two 
articles on freedom of expression in Korea: one with Stephan 
Haggard (Journal of Contemporary Asia) discussed broadly the 
major issues on the subject and the other one presented a case 
study on the abuse of criminal defamation surrounding the 
debate on the Cheonan incident (Asian Perspective). His article 
entitled “Demystifying the Park Chung-Hee Myth: The Critical 
Role of Land Reform in the Evolution of Korea's Developmental 
State” has been accepted for publication in Journal of 
Contemporary Asia. His chapter on “Corruption and Inequality in 
Asia” is forthcoming in the Routledge Handbook of Corruption in 
Asia. He also has contract with Oxford University Press to publish a chapter on corruption 
and social trust in the Oxford Handbook of Political and Social Trust. He has recently 
completed a two-year research project on electoral campaign regulation in Korea, Japan 
and Taiwan funded by the Academy of Korean Studies.  
 
Jong-sung was invited to give presentations from various institutions around the world. 
He gave invited presentations about his book, Democracy, Inequality and Corruption: 

Korea, Taiwan and the Philippines Compared (Cambridge University Press), at Seoul 
National University; about “Regulatory Capture in the Sewol Ferry Tragedy” at University 
of California, San Diego; about “Liberal Taiwan vs. Illiberal South Korea: Diverging Paths 
of Electoral Campaign Regulation” at Stanford University; and about the “Lessons from 
South Korea’s Land Reform” at the National University of Colombia in Bogota, Colombia.  
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Ksenia Chizhova, Postdoctoral fellow 
 

As postdoctoral fellow at the Korea Institute, Ksenia Chizhova 
had a very productive—and a thoroughly enjoyable—year in 
Canberra. As convener for the Korean Studies Graduate 
Students’ Workshop, Ksenia learned a great deal about the 
research of the current ANU students, who approach crucial 
historical and social issues in Korea through a variety of 
disciplines. With the support of the generous Korea Institute 
research fund, Ksenia was able to make a visit to the Oriental 
Library (Tōyō bunko) in Tokyo, where she examined rare 
manuscripts of Korean novels which circulated in rental libraries 
at the turn of the twentieth century. The margin notes on the 
manuscripts’ pages revealed the changing attitudes toward literary production among the 
library patrons at the dawn of Korea’s modern era. Ksenia has also made the first steps 
towards the transformation of her dissertation, entitled “The Subject of Feelings,” into a 
book manuscript which will outline the contours of the discourse of emotion that 
flourished in elite women’s literature in Chosŏn Korea (1932-1910). In particular, the 
generous and insightful comments of Korean Studies colleagues—Roald Maliangkay, Ruth 
Barraclough, and Hyaeweol Choi—helped her prepare the manuscript prospectus and 
design the structure of the book. The three public lectures that Ksenia delivered through 
the year also helped her rethink some of the central issues of her work: the discourse of 
emotion in premodern Korean literature, the vision of affective kinship that appears in 
commemorative texts of Chosŏn Korea, as well as the development of vernacular Korean 
calligraphy that thrived in the women’s quarters and attained a status of prestige 
alongside the male practice of literary Chinese calligraphy. Using this chance, Ksenia 
would like to thank Korea Institute and her wonderful colleagues for making this year a 
stimulating and unforgettable experience which will continue to have a great impact upon 
her future work.  
 
 

‘The correct sounds for the instruction of the people’ (Hunmin jeongeum) 
Calligraphic work of the Korea Institute, donated by the artist Kim Jang Hyun 
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 New Members 
 
Warwick McKibbin, Faculty member 

 
Professor Warwick McKibbin joined the ANU Korea Institute in 
October 2015 after being awarded an Australian Research Council 
grant for his work with Professor Jong-Wha Lee of Korea University 
on Korean Re-Unification. Warwick has a Chair in Public Policy in 
the ANU Centre for Applied Macroeconomic Analysis (CAMA) in the 
Crawford School of Public Policy at the Australian National 
University (ANU). He is also an ANU Public Policy Fellow; a Fellow of 
the Australian Academy of Social Sciences; a Distinguished Fellow 
of the Asia and Pacific Policy Society; a non-resident Senior Fellow 
at the Brookings Institution in Washington D.C (where he is co-Director of the Climate 
and Energy Economics Project) and President of McKibbin Software Group Inc. Warwick 
was foundation Director of the ANU Centre for Applied Macroeconomic Analysis and 
foundation Director of the ANU Research School of Economics. He was also a Professorial 
Fellow at the Lowy Institute for International Policy for a decade from 2003 where he 
was involved in its design and development. On 22 April 2016, with the co-sponsorship 
of the Korea Institute, Professor McKibbin organised a Re-Unification Workshop, 
examining the economic and political ramifications of Korean re-unification. 
 

Amanda Anderson, Postdoctoral fellow 
 

Dr Amanda Anderson joined the Korea Institute in March 2016, 
awarded the Korea Foundation/Korean Studies Association of 
Australasia Postdoctoral Fellowship. She completed her PhD at the 
University of Wollongong. In her thesis, “Gendered Rhetoric in 
North Korea’s International Relations (1946-2011)”, she focused on 
gender in North Korean approved state documents and state 
rhetoric, arguing that the North Korean government aimed to 
present a positive picture of gender equality and gender relations to 
an international audience. 
 
Amanda’s current project is provisionally titled “Understanding North Korea’s Peace and 
Unification Policy”. She focuses on the deployment of historical events in North Korea’s 
commentary on reunification. Preliminary research suggests that history is deployed by 
the North Korean government with reference to: the feudal past, the colonisation of 
Korea by Japan, wartime sexual enslavement of Korean women by the Japanese military, 
the Korean War, and the continued influence of the United States in South Korea. 
Because, as with other aspects of North Korean official discourse, there are gendered 
elements in unification policy, with gendered roles ascribed to men and women, the use 
of gendered language by the North Korean government with regard to unification will be 
examined.  While Amanda is a member of the Korea Institute, she aims to finalise a book 
proposal of her PhD thesis and gather North Korean sources from the National Library of 
Australia to commence working on her new research project.  
 
Amanda has recently published a journal article based on her PhD research project, 
“Mothers and Labourers: North Korea’s Gendered Labour Force in Women in Korea”, 
Journal of History and Cultures (6) 2016, pp.14-36.   
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Graduate Students Update 

ANU-Hanyang University Exchange 

In 2014, the ANU entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with Hanyang 
University. In Semester 1 2016, we welcomed Ms Hyunmi Moon from Hanyang University 
as a visiting researcher on postgraduate student exchange. Hyunmi writes: 
 
 As a visiting researcher, I have been at the ANU for one 
semester and I am enjoying the experience. I have learnt so much 
and I cannot believe that this semester has gone so fast.  
 I have been surprised by many friends who know more about 
Korea than I thought. It has been interesting to examine Korea from 
their point of view. I very much enjoyed attending the Korean Re-
Unification workshop: I am deeply interested in international 
relations, especially the North-East Asia area, as it is my home and 
close to my heart. Through diverse opinions from specialists, I was 
reminded again how very important this matter is in Korea. I guess 
that most present generation Koreans might not seriously consider this an issue for their 
future. Solving this problem is a big task which will take time. 
 Finally, I want to thank Professor Hyaeweol Choi and Professor Roald Maliangkay 

from the ANU for this research opportunity. I will really miss the good friends I met, and 
all of the things which I encountered here at ANU. 
  
 

Postgraduate Students 
Markus Bell 
  
Markus Bell is in the final stages of his doctoral degree. He looks at 
transmigration, memory, identity, and gender in relation to North 
Korean refugees migrating and resettling in South Korea, Japan, and 
further afield. Drawing on a year of ethnographic research in Japan and 
archival material, his doctoral thesis looks at the lives of 'Zainichi 
returnees' from the DPRK, their lives in Japan, and the significance of 
intergenerational transmigration to broader geo-political challenges 
facing governments in Northeast Asia. Last year, in addition to co-
authoring Hana’s Stories: A North Korean refugee in Japan with 
Professor Kyungmook Kim and Susan Menadue-Chun, Markus has two articles under 
review: one on Japanese civic organisations' relationship to new arrivals from North 
Korea; another on Chongryon's role in the so-called 'repatriation movement', 1959-1984. 
He is currently collaborating with academics at the University of Bologna and UC San 
Diego on an article as part of a special edition on North Korean International Relations, 
and a book with Owen Miller (SOAS) and Jiyoung Song (Singapore Management 
University) on the life of Cecilia Kim, a North Korean refugee who now lives in London.  
 
In 2016 he will attend the 9th Annual Kyujanggak Symposium for Korean Studies, held in 
August in Seoul, and the Joint East Asian Studies Conference held in September, at 
SOAS, in London. In June he will give a special lecture on grassroots movements and the 
emerging North Korean diaspora at the University of Bologna, Italy. He has recently 
accepted a fulltime lectureship at the University of Sheffield’s School of East Asian 
Studies, and will start this position from September 1, 2016.  
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Postgraduate Students 

Athalia Irwansjah 
 
Athalia  Irwansjah completed the coursework component of her 
Masters degree mid-2015. From July 2015, she has been able to 
focus more closely on her sub-thesis pertaining to English education 
policy in South Korea, due in May 2016. Her interest in the subject 
developed  when  she  was  an  English  teacher  in  Sangju, 
Gyeongsangbuk-do in 2010. 
 
Earlier this year, Athalia became an Asia Literacy Ambassador with 
the Asia Education Foundation. In this role, she is called upon to 
visit  schools  to  promote  Asia  literacy  and  capability  amongst 
teachers, students and parents. Since Athalia’s background is in Korean studies, she 
seeks to promote the study of Korea to primary and secondary students. 
 
Throughout the past year, Athalia has been able to use her Korean studies experience in 
a working capacity. In mid-2015, as an organiser of the ANU College of Asia and the 
Pacific’s annual Asia Pacific Week conference, she sought to promote Korean studies to 
an international audience. Athalia is also engaged in Korea-related activities in the 
Australian Public Service; as a volunteer at the National Library of Australia and as part 
of the international engagement team at Australian Taxation Office. Moreover, her 
newest role as an Asia Literacy Ambassador will allow her to interact with the younger 
generation, further advocating the importance of Korean studies in Australia. 
 
Orion Lethbridge 

  
Orion Lethbridge has recently submitted his thesis in completion of 
a Masters of Philosophy with the School of Culture, History and 
Languages. He has completed the first translation of The Record of 
the Citadel of Sorrows from classical Chinese into English, 
emphasising the crossover between literature and history and the 
need to contextualise literary works. For his thesis, he examined 
The Citadel in relation to its author, 16th century literatus Im Je 
(1549-1587). Im Je is now widely regarded as an influential writer 
and poet, but in his own time, like his peers, he navigated troubled 
and complex political and social networks, whilst performing in accordance with literary 
culture and practice. Because of this, Orion disagrees that The Citadel’s place in Korean 
literary history is ‘a precursor of the modern novel’, drawing out the contemporary 
literary preoccupation with the nature of emotions, and considers The Citadel to be a 
striking exploration of contemporary literary ideas. 
 
Orion is fascinated by classical Chinese in non-Chinese contexts, and plans to continue 
studying the classical Chinese texts of the Joseon dynasty. He will present based on his 
thesis at the Worldwide Consortium of Centers of Korean Studies at Seoul National 
University in June 2016. He will also participate in the Academy of Korean Studies’ 
hanmun workshop (4-22 July), and visit Chungcheong and Jeolla provinces, including Im 
Je’s hometown of Naju, in August 2016. 
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ANU Korea Institute Members 

Postgraduate Students  

Lina Koleilat  
 

Lina Koleilat is a Lebanese-Australian PhD candidate in the ANU 
College of Asia and the Pacific. Lina is the recipient of a 2014 Prime 
Minister Australia Asia Endeavour Award and her research is 
partially funded by the Australian Government through the 
Australia-Korea Foundation of the Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade. 
 
After spending two years in the field in South Korea, Lina 
completed her research fieldwork in late 2015. She is now back in 
Canberra, writing her PhD dissertation. In August and September 
2015, Lina conducted an internship at the Seoul based NGO, People's Solidarity for 
Participatory Democracy (PSPD) as part of her Prime Minister’s Australia Asia Endeavour 
Scholarship. Before returning to Canberra, Lina gave a presentation titled ‘Notes from 
the field: Religion and transnational activism in the Gangjeong village anti-base 
movement’ at the Institute for Gender Research at Seoul National University, where she 
was affiliated during her fieldwork. In August 2016, Lina will be presenting a paper at 
the 9th Kyujanggak International Symposium on Korean Studies, at Seoul National 
University. 

 
Lina’s research interests are focused on contemporary Korean Studies, social 
movements (including: transnational movements, anti-nuclear movements, anti-base 
movements and religious activism) and religion in Korea (Catholicism, Buddhism, Inter-
religious activism).  
 
Nun Sol Jang 

Nun Sol Jang is completing the 2nd year of her PhD. Her research 
focusses on how migrant wives are transforming the traditional 
Korean family structure and society.  

Around one in ten marriages in Korea involves a foreigner. The 
majority are women who have migrated from developing countries, 
to marry men who are generally much older and of a low 
socioeconomic status. These women face many problems after 
they arrive in Korea, which can put a strain on their marriages and 
integration into society.  

Nun Sol is currently undertaking her fieldwork, and engaging with 
migrant wives by working at the facilities which assist them. Based on participatory 
observation and interviews with Filipino wives, it is clear that their stories are more 
complex and do not fit with the presentation of migrant wives in the media as 
marginalised victims who are problematic for society. Instead, many are making a 
positive contribution to Korean society and are promoting multiculturalism from the 
bottom-up. Nun Sol aims to present research that provides a micro scale perspective of 
migrant wives that are leaders, enterprising and sometimes in dominant positions in 
their households, rather than a passive marginalised group completely dependent on 
their husbands and in-laws and lacking autonomy and agency. 
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Postgraduate Students  

Yon Jae Paik 

Mr Yon Jae Paik is a PhD candidate in the ANU College of Asia and the Pacific. In 2014 he 

commenced his doctoral research with an Australian Research Council (ARC) Laureate 

Fellowship Scholarship. His current project is on the history of the organic farming 

movement in South Korea, and he seeks to shed light on the political aspects of the 

movement. In 2015, Yon Jae conducted a fieldwork to Japan with two main purposes; a) 

to investigate the intellectual and personnel exchanges between Korean and Japanese 

organic farmers and, b) to examine the historical context of the Japanese organic 

farming movement. He visited the sites of the Ainoukai and Ainou Agricultural High 

School in Mie Prefecture where he also had an opportunity to visit Ainoukai member’s 
domestic organic product factory, a localisation movement site, and co-op shops. From 

the trip, Yon Jae found the continuing tradition of rural autonomy – from the Non-Church 

Movement in the 1920s to contemporary localisation movement. Yon Jae then travelled 

to Kobe Student and Youth Center to conduct an interview on the cooperation between 

Korean and Japanese organic farming cooperatives since the 1980s. While in Kobe, he 

collected Kagawa Toyohiko’s works on Christian rural development. He also presented 
his research project with the new findings from the fieldwork at the Nagoya University. 

His book chapter on the origin of the Korean organic farming movement will be 

submitted for publication in the second half of 2016.  
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Postgraduate Students  

Chris H. Park 

Mr Chris H. Park is a fourth year Ph.D. candidate in the School of 
Culture, History and Language in the ANU College of Asia and 
the Pacific. In 2016, his final year, he is concentrating on writing 
up his thesis. In his thesis, titled “Political Imaginations of the 
Korean Diaspora’s Anti-Cold War Movement in the 1970s”, Chris 
is looking at the formation of Korean diaspora political identities 
that challenged the Cold War system. Between 2013-2015, he 
travelled to Japan, Korea, and the United States to conduct 
extensive fieldwork.  

In July 2016, Chris will present a paper, “From New York to Tokyo: Transnational 
diaspora social mobilisation and anti-homeland politics”, at the Australian Association of 
Asian Studies. 

 

Younghye Whitney 

Younghye Seo Whitney is a Master of Philosophy candidate at 
the School of Culture, History and Language within the ANU 
College of Asia and the Pacific. Her research is on transnational 
intellectual advocacy networks and their influence on the South 
Korea’s pro-democracy movement. In particular, Younghye is 
focusing on a series of articles that were published in a Japanese 
intellectual magazine entitled ‘Letters from South 
Korea’ (Kankoku Kara No Tsushin), a 15-year long series that 
contains valuable information on Korean politicians, religious 
persons, writers, journalists, students and workers who stood up 
against their nation’s military regime in pursuit of restoring 
democratic leadership to the country. Younghye has been busy over the past two years 
conducting archival research in Australia, Korea and Japan. Younghye has also 
established contact with the author of ‘Letters from South Korea’, who currently resides 
in the United States. She had the opportunity to meet with him and his wife on numerous 
occasions in 2015. Over this time, Younghye has conducted numerous one on one 
interviews with the author, which has revealed a compelling and nuanced history of the 
grassroots interaction between Japan and Korea during the 1970s and 1980s. Currently 
residing in Nagoya, Japan, Younghye has been working hard on her thesis and is now 
very close to completion. 
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Excellence in Teaching 
 

In 2015, Ms Jeong Yoon Ku was awarded the 
College of Asia and the Pacific Award for 
Excellence in Language Teaching, receiving 
great praise from the selection committee for 
providing Korean language students at ANU 
with a truly exceptional standard of Korean 
language training. Jeong Yoon also received 
the 2016 Vice Chancellor’s Award for 
Excellence in Tutoring or Demonstrating. 
Congratulations, Jeong Yoon! 

Inaugural ANU Korea Institute 

Photography Competition 

In September 2015, the 
Korea Institute held an 
inaugural Photography 
Competition, open to 
ANU students and staff. 
The awards were 
presented at the Korea 
Institute’s Hangul Day 
celebration on 9 October 
2015. 
 
First place was awarded 
to Lachlan Hill for Tapgol 

gongwon cul-de-sac, an 
image of everyday life on 
a backstreet behind 
Tapgol Park in Seoul (top 
left), taken in March 

2015. The image was selected for its 
timelessness, and powerful portrayal of 
everyday life. Sarah Bentley was the 
runner-up, with her photograph 
Gwangjang sijang, a stunning image of 
Gwangjang Market (bottom left), taken 
in July 2015. The selection panel noted 
the importance of capturing and 
preserving the covered market, which 
has long been an important part of life 
in Korea but is currently under threat by 
urban redevelopment. 
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ANU Korean Studies Undergraduate Update 
 

The Australian National University provides students with opportunities for study at 
amazing learning destinations around the world. Undergraduate students Steffi Siu, Bec 
Piesse, and Sarah Bentley travelled to South Korea to undertake language training. 
Studying overseas as part of your degree can provide personal and academic rewards, 
adding value to your ANU experience. Our students each provide insight into their time 
while in South Korea. In addition, Honours student Lachlan Hill discusses his research. 

Bec Piesse 

 After studying Korean language and politics courses 
at the ANU, I thought I had Korea all worked out. I had 
brushed up on my K-Pop on SBS Pop Asia, spent my 
summer cramming Korean words, tested myself eating the 
hottest kimchi I could find in Gungahlin, and it all seemed 
too easy. However nothing prepared me for the journey I 
was about to embark on.  
 Being surrounded by an entirely different language 
and way of life was initially very challenging. Korea was 
just so foreign, and despite my prior confidence in my 
language ability, ordering food or grabbing a taxi home 
was much harder than I expected. Faced with a lady frying 
up delicious looking street food in front of me, my mind 
went blank and I didn’t have the first clue as to how to 
communicate my need for that spicy fried dokbokki. It was 
through everyday interactions that I became motivated to 
feel less like a tourist, I started having long conversations with my taxi drivers, 
convenience store workers and the lady selling rolled kimbap outside the subway. Very 
soon I began to feel attached to my city surrounds, and a part of the community. 
 Fall was the most beautiful season in Seoul by far.  A city pulsing with energy, 
people and lights, it is easy to forget the calming effect of the mountains that are 
spotted throughout the city. My morning runs up Mount Ansan (directly behind my 
university dorms at Yonsei) were often interrupted by impromptu photo opportunities of 
the changing autumn landscape. The view from its peak at night is unlike any other. The 
dark patches of mountain scape are illuminated by clusters of light emanating from the 
city centres, casting a faint shimmer along the winding expanse of the Han River in the 
distance. It is a view I wish to return to someday. 
 Now, the end of semester is fast approaching and the autumn leaves falling in 
burnished reds along University Avenue bring back strong memories of Korea. I have 
swapped Mount Ansan for Ainslie, and the old ajummas dressed in gaudy hiking regalia, 
complete with oversized visors and hiking poles, have been replaced with army cadets 
and dog walkers. However somehow I still feel connected to my experience in Seoul. 
Walking past the Korean restaurants near the Canberra centre, the smell of sizzling pork 
and spicy kimchi bring back memories of my exchange. I think of the milieu of people 
that would stand in the crisp winter air, enjoying street performances and pop up market 
stalls. I think of my favourite running spot.  
 I would love to encourage anyone else considering an exchange in Korea to go. My 
year in Korea has changed me in many ways, but most importantly taught me to cherish 
smaller daily interactions with people. It is these human connections that have stuck in 
my memory from my exchange, and that continue to motivate me to study my language 
further and explore the world. 
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ANU Exchange Program 
 

Steffi Siu 

 As a Korean language learner, nothing is better than 

travelling to Korea and gaining first-hand experiences. I 

had never been to Korea previously, and spent a fabulous 

time doing my Semester in Asia at Yonsei University during 

Spring Semester, 2015. I discovered a lot more than 

what’s inside textbooks, on TVs and dramas. I observed 
how Koreans interacted with each other, experienced how 

Koreans interacted with foreigners, and witnessed the 

hidden Confucianism in the society. The fact that an 

ordinary person would never take up a priority seat in 

subways and the moments where I saw shining eyes when 

I told the locals that I am an exchange student at Yonsei, 

the prestigious university, these all gave me an insight into 

a Confucian society.  

 Being out of my comfort zone, every single day in Korea counted as a Korean 

language lesson. Using the correct speech level in different situations and being able to 

react instantly to unexpected conversations was challenging yet rewarding. My Korean 

language skills greatly improved throughout the exchange thanks to these everyday life 

experiences, and of course the Korean writing course and the intensive language training 

offered by the Korean Language Institute at Yonsei University. This semester was the 

best time in my life. I have learnt a lot, tried many new things and gained unforgettable 

experiences. 

 

 

Sarah Bentley 

 I started studying Korean in 2014 with zero 
knowledge about the language or culture. A friend 
suggested I study a language as a balance to my other 
classes and I thought Korean would be interesting – little 
did I know how deeply I would fall in love with the country.  
 At first, it was difficult, but I started watching 
Korean dramas and listening to K-pop and I was totally 
hooked. By my second year I knew I had to spend some 
time in Korea and headed to Seoul to spend 6 weeks at 
Ewha Womens University’s summer program. There was a 
lot of studying but I made such good friends and the 
cultural trips organised for us and help from Ewha students 
made it a great way to see Seoul (I would definitely 
recommend the program – boys are welcome too!). 
 I had been planning to study Korean only as a minor, but I was having such fun 
with my classmates learning Korean I didn’t want to stop, so I signed up for a major and 
planned further in-country study, and over summer break I headed back to Seoul: this 
time to Yonsei University’s Korean Language school for three months.  
 I will finish my Korean major at the end of the year, but it definitely won’t mean 
the end of my Korean studies. I see many trips to Korea in my future and still have to 

achieve my goal of obtaining a Busan accent – 살아있네! 
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Honours in Korean Studies 
 

Lachlan Hill, Honours student 
During my stay in Korea last year, I was fortunate 

enough to explore my interest in traditional Korean art. Upon 
returning to Australia I decided that I wanted to further my 
study in this area. Currently, I am writing my honours thesis 
under the supervision of Dr Nathan Woolley and Dr Olivier 

Krischer on the paintings attributed to Shin Yun-bok 申潤福. 

Shin Yun-bok, better known as Hyewon 蕙園 (1758-?), 

was an artist active in the late Joseon period. Contemporary 
Korean studies praise him as one of the central artists of 
Joseon for his depictions of culture and daily life. However, these studies have yet to 
reach an agreeing consensus in regards to his biography. Additionally, closer inspection 
of the images makes it difficult to work out who might have consumed the images, and 
how the artist might have perceived what he was doing. This creates further issues when 
assessing the provenance of the paintings. The images show us subject matter un-
familiar to the works done by court painters. Was it possible for one artist to paint in 
such a stylistically diverse range? Was Hyewon just a familiar name adopted by aspiring 
artists? What were these paintings really trying to depict? Answers to these questions 
may appear with further investigation of the biographical information, activities of other 
Korean artists at the time, and the Joseon art trade in order to evaluate the extant 
images accredited to Hyewon. 

A considerable number of the paintings that feature in Korean museums have had 
a past history of circulation in Japan. One recent study by a Korean scholar considered 
that six paintings in particular were produced specifically for the Japanese market. 
Although one cannot confirm when these paintings first arrived in Japan, the possibility 
that the images were originally for an external/foreign market has significant implications 
for our understanding of Hyewon’s work and the nature of Joseon painting at the time. 
Furthermore, closer inspection of the individual elements present within the images 
shows possible influence from book illustrations of Chinese vernacular literature, such as 
the Manual of the Mustard Seed Garden. Taking both these observations into account, 
what do these paintings attributed to Hyewon say about the native pictorial tradition of 
Korea; how “Korean” are these images?  This is what my study will be investigating. 
 

 

Hyangwonjeong Pavilion, Seoul 
Photo taken by Bec Piesse. Used with permission. 
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Graduate and Alumni Activities 

Korea Institute Graduate Workshop 

During her time as postdoctoral fellow at the Korea Institute, Dr Ksenia Chizhova was 
responsible for convening the Korea Institute Graduate Workshop, a series of interactive 
seminars designed to create an opportunity for students conducting research into Korea-
related topics to present to the other students and staff, and develop and refine their 
ideas. 

Date Presenter Workshop title 

10 September 2015 Orion Lethbridge Representation and reality in the 
portrayals  of “White Lake” Im Je  
林白湖悌 (1549-1587)  

8 October 2015 Markus Bell Heaven Across the Water: 
Migration and Memory of North Korea’s 
Zainichi Returnees 

15 October 2015 Hea-Jin Park The dreamers, the believers, the brave 
and the planners: the story of Korean 
agricultural immigration in Argentina  

29 October 2015 Shin Takahashi Grassroots Regionalisation in Post-Cold 
War East Asia: Okinawa-Korea People’s 
Solidarity Movement  

12 November 2015 Chris Park Race For Unification: Contesting State and 
Promoting Diversity in the Trans-Pacific 
Korean Diasporic Solidarity Movement in 
the 1970s  

1 March 2016 Yon Jae Paik Making Organic Space: Christianity, Rural 
Autonomy, and Transnational Associations 
in the Origin of the Organic Farming 
Movement in South Korea  

17 March 2016 Seung-Hun Hong Principles-based Regulation in a Rules-
based Regime: Evidence from Korean 
Financial Regulation  

28 April 2016 Minseon Lee Aspects of the everyday in cross-cultural 
life: William McKenzie and the people of 
Sorae  

5 May 2016 Athalia Irwansjah From policy to practice: government-
sponsored English programs in Korea  
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Alumni Activity 
Dr Hea-jin Park visited Argentina 

In November 2015, Dr Hea-jin Park (PhD, ANU Korea Institute alumni) gave a seminar in 
Buenos Aires. In this seminar, titled ‘La inmigración coreana y su diaspora’, she spoke 
about the history of Korean agricultural immigration in Argentina. The seminar was 
organised by the Asociación Argentina de Estudios Coreanos and the Instituto de 
Investigaciones Gino Germani of the Faculty of Social Sciences of the University of 
Buenos Aires. Hea-jin (centre) is pictured above with the President of the Korea 
Foundation, Dr Hyun-Suk Yu, and the Korean Ambassador to Argentina, Mr Jong-Youn 
Choo.  

Korean Women Journalists Visited ANU  

On 6 April 2016, Professor Hyaeweol Choi met with coordinated with the Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT). Professor Choi and Dr Ross Tapsell presented 
the visitors with an outline of the ANU Korea Institute, Korean studies in Australia, 
and discussed Australian journalism and media. 
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Korea Institute Member Publications 
 
Ruth Barraclough 

Barraclough, Ruth, Heather Bowen-Struyk and Paula Rabinowitz, 
eds. Red Love Across the Pacific: Political and Sexual Revolutions 

of the Twentieth Century. New York: Palgrave, 2015. 
 
Barraclough, Ruth, Heather Bowen-Struyk and Paula Rabinowitz. 
'Introduction Sex, Texts, Comrades,' in Ruth Barraclough, 
Heather Bowen-Struyk, and Paula Rabinowitz, eds. Red Love 

Across the Pacific. Political and Sexual Revolutions of the Twenti-
eth Century (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2015): xi-1. 
 
Barraclough, Ruth. 'Red Love in Korea: Rethinking Communism, 
Feminism, Sexuality,' in Ruth Barraclough, Heather Bowen-Struyk, and Paula Rab-
inowitz, eds. Red Love Across the Pacific. Political and Sexual Revolutions of the Twen-
tieth Century (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2015): 23-37. 
  
Markus Bell 
Kim, Kyungmook, Markus Bell, and Susan Menadue-Chun. Hana’s Stories: A North Kore-
an Refugee in Japan. Asiapress, 2016. 
 
Hyaeweol Choi 

Choi, Hyaeweol. “South Korea’s choice between prosperity and 
democracy,” East Asia Forum: Economics, Politics and Public Poli-

cy in East Asia and the Pacific, 30 December 2015. 
 

Molony, Barbara, Janet Theiss, and Hyaeweol Choi. Gender in 
Modern East Asia: An Integrated History. Westview Press, 2016. 
 

Roald Maliangkaij 
Maliangkaij, Roald. “An Alternative to the Korean Wave,” Artlink 
35:4 (2015): 16–19. 
 
Maliangkaij, Roald. “Embedding Nostalgia: The Political Appropriation of Foreign Comic 
Book Superheroes in Korea,” Situations: Cultural Studies in the Asian Context 8:2 
(Winter 2015) — guest-edited by Roald Maliangkay, 49–65. 
 
Maliangkaij, Roald. “The Faux Cosmopolitanism of Korea’s Early Visitors: Albums That 
Picture The Home Audience,” English Language and Literature 61:1 (2015): 69–84. 
 
Maliangkaij, Roald. “Pulp Recycling: Notes on the Special issue,” Situations: Cultural 

Studies in the Asian Context 8:2 (Winter 2015): 1–4. 
 
Maliangkaij, Roald. “Uniformity and Non-conformism: The Packaging of Korean Girl 
Groups,” in Sangjoon Lee and Abé Mark Nornes, eds., Hallyu 2.0: The Korean Wave in 
the Age of Social Media (University of Michigan Press, 2015): 90–107. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/14785428.Kim_Kyungmook
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/14785429.Markus_Bell
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/14785428.Kim_Kyungmook
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Research Achievements  

Korea Institute Member Publications 
 
Tessa Morris-Suzuki 

Morris-Suzuki, Tessa. “Ajia no Joseitachi o Musubu: Kim Sun-yeoul, ‘Ajia no Onnatachi no 
Kai’ to Ajia to no Kusa no Ne Kōryū” (Connecting Asian Women: Kim Sun-yeoul, the 
Asian Women’s Association, and Grassroots Interaction between Women in Asia” in 
Hitobito no Seishinshi (A People’s History of Ideas) vol. 6, Tokyo, Iwanami Shoten, 2016: 
275-298.  
 
Morris-Suzuki, Tessa. “Asianisms from Below: Japanese Civil Society and Visions of Asian 
Integration from the Late 20th to the 21st Century”, in Marc Frey and Nicola Spakowski, 
Asianisms: Regionalist Interactions and Asian Integration, Singapore, NUS Press, 2015: 
156-180. 
 
Fiona Yap 

Yap, Fiona. “High stakes for presidential hopefuls in South Korean election”, East Asia 
Forum, 2016. 
 
Yap, Fiona, and Hoang Long Chu. “Military Support of Citizens’ Challenge in the Asian 
Industrialized Countries.”  Journal of East Asian Studies vol 15 no 3 (2015): 391-422 . 
 
Yap, Fiona, and Spencer Harrison, eds, The Power of the Chinese Dragon: Implications 
for African Development and Economic Growth. Palgrave Reader in Economics Series.  
London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2015. 
 
Yap, Fiona. “Reimagining Asian Studies and the Study of Democratization” Government 
and Opposition vol 50 no 1 (2015): 140-163. 
 
Yap, Fiona.  “South Korea in 2015: Battling to Set the Stage for Elections” Asian Survey 
vol 56 no 1 (2016): 78-86. 
 
Yap, Fiona, and Hans Stockton. “Strategic Party Choices in Emergent Democracies: 
Taiwan’s 2008 Legislative Election.” Representation vol 51 no 2 (2015): 219-237. 
 
Yap, Fiona. “When Do Citizens Pursue Costly Action Against Government Corruption? 
Evidence from Australia, Singapore, and the United States.” Journal of East Asian 
Studies. 2016, forthcoming. 
 
Jong-Sung You 
 

You, Jong-sung. Demystifying the Park Chung-Hee Myth: Land Reform in the Evolution 

of Korea’s Developmental State.  Journal of Contemporary Asia, 2016, forthcoming. 

 

You, Jong-sung and Youn Min Park. The Legacies of State Corporatism in Korea: 

Regulatory Capture in the Sewol Ferry Tragedy.  Journal of East Asian Studies, 2016, 

forthcoming. 
 

You, Jong-sung. Corruption and Inequality in Asia.  In Routledge Handbook on 

Corruption in Asia, edited by Ting Gong and Ian Scott (Routledge), 2016, forthcoming. 
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Research Achievements  

Member Activities  

(Conferences/Invited Lectures) 
 

 

Ruth Barraclough 
 

‘South Korea’s International Student Movement: Korean and Australian Student 
Exchanges in the 1980s’, Revisiting Minjung: New Perspectives on 1980s South Korea, 
University of Southern California, Los Angeles, November 2015.  
 
 
Hyaeweol Choi 

  
Choi, Hyaeweol. “Crossing the Lines: Korean Women, Christianity, and the Impulse to 
Claim New Space,” Columbia University, 8 April, 2016. 
 
Choi, Hyaeweol. “Spring Forward, Fall Back?: Progress and Challenges in Korean Gender 
Studies,” Association for Asian Studies, Seattle, 31 March – 3 April 2016.  
 
 
Roald Maliangkaij 
 

Maliangkaij, Roald. “Review of Prof. Suk-Young Kim’s manuscript on K-pop,” USC Korean 
Studies Institute, Los Angeles, 11 April 2016. 
 
Maliangkaij, Roald. “When Dissident Voices Follow Popular Form: The Contemporary 
Sound of South Korean Protest,” Presence through Sound symposium, University of 
Sydney, 29 March 2016.  
 
 
Tessa Morris-Suzuki 
 

Morris-Suzuki, Tessa. “Confronting the Ghosts of Colonialism: Korea and Japan in 

Historical Context”, invited paper presented at the conference “Korea in the World: 
Leadership, Legacies, Futures”, Kim Koo Museum and Library, Seoul, 19 February 2016. 
 
Morris-Suzuki, Tessa. “Grassroots Connections between Japan and Korea: Invisible 
Regionalism Past, Present and Future”, invited paper presented at the Northeast Asia 
History Foundation, Seoul, 17 February 2016. 
 

Morris-Suzuki, Tessa. “Living History, Connected Memories”, invited public lecture, 
UNESCO Fukuoka, Asia Cultural Lecture, Fukuoka, Japan, 14 November 2015. 

 
Morris-Suzuki, Tessa. “War Memory across Borders: Historical Understanding, Grassroots 
Reconciliation and the Legacies of Ahn Jung-geun”, keynote presentation at the 
conference “Ahn Jung-geun’s ‘Treatise on Peace in East Asia’ and the Crossing of 
Boundaries of Japanese and Korean Historical Consciousness”, Ryukoku University, 
Kyoto, 7 November 2015. 
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Research Achievements  

Member Activities  

(Conferences/Invited Lectures) 

 
 
Hea-jin Park  

 
Park, Hea-jin. “La inmigración coreana y su diaspora” seminar, organised by the 
Asociación Argentina de Estudios Coreanos and the Instituto de Investigaciones Gino 
Germani, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Buenos Aires, 13 November 2015. 
 

 
Geng Song 

 
Song, Geng. “Transnationalism and East Asian Masculinities”, conference presentation at 
Transnational Humanities in Korean Studies conference, Australian National University, 
20 May 2016.  
 

 
Jong-Sung You 
 
You, Jong-Sung. “Lessons from South Korea’s Land Reform,” National University of 
Colombia in Bogota, Colombia, 18 November 2015. 
 
You, Jong-Sung. “Liberal Taiwan vs. Illiberal South Korea: Diverging Paths of Electoral 
Campaign Regulation,” Stanford University, 11 November 2015. 
 
You, Jong-Sung. “Regulatory Capture in the Sewol Ferry Tragedy,” University of 
California, San Diego,  12 November 2015. 

Stone statue, Seoul 
Photo taken by Bed Piesse. Used with permission. 
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2016-2017 ANU Korea Institute Events 

Upcoming Events 
 

There are a number of upcoming events in the remainder of 2016. Pending fixed dates, 
the Korea Institute would like to highlight the upcoming book launch for Professor Choi’s 
publication: 
 

Book Launch: Gender in Modern East Asia: An Integrated History 
3-4:30pm, July 4, 2016 
McDonald Room, Menzies Library (Building 2), Australian National University 
 
Gender in Modern East Asia: An Integrated History will be launched by Professor Louise 
Edwards and Professor Tessa Morris-Suzuki. This volume explores the history of women 
and gender in China, Korea, and Japan from the seventeenth century onwards. This 
unique volume places the three countries in global and regional contexts, connecting the 
cultural, economic, and social developments in East Asia to what is happening across the 

wider world. Important themes and topics include Confucianism, writing and 

language, the role of the state in gender construction, nationalism, sexuality and 
prostitution, New Women and Modern Girls, feminisms, “comfort” women, and 
imperialism.  

Contact the ANU Korea Institute 

Korean Studies at the ANU has a long and vibrant history. We are devoted to innovative 

teaching and cutting-edge research related to Korea. We are also deeply committed to 

fostering the academics, professionals and informed citizens of the next generation 

through our scholarly and cultural activities and our graduate and undergraduate 

programs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANU Korea Institute 
College of Asia & the Pacific  
Australian National University  
Canberra ACT 0200  
Australia  
 
W: http://koreainstitute.anu.edu.au  
E:  korea.institute@anu.edu.au 


